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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUPREME
COURT OF FLORIDA’S OPINION
SC13-688 IN THE 19TH CIRCUIT
(a/k/a accepting responsibility for one’s own professional
conduct, as well as others’ in the profession)

After several years of working with The Florida Bar
Standing Committee on Professionalism, which is the
“working arm” of The Supreme Court’s Commission on Professionalism,
I observed a sea-change in the Commission’s approach for the creation
and implementation of programs promoting the ideals and goals of
professionalism. Awards have long been given to good lawyers and
jurists who have exempliﬁed professionalism, justice and demonstrated
diligence in inspiring others to the mission of professionalism. Moreover,
it has been observed that many of the attorneys attending seminars on
professionalism may not be the audience to whom the message really
Continued On Next Page . . .
needs to be directed.
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In 1993, The Florida Bar commissioned a survey regarding attitudes and characteristics of Florida
lawyers in which many of those surveyed felt that a “substantial minority” of lawyers in Florida are:
• money grubbing
• too clever; tricky, sneaky, cannot be trusted
• have little regard for truth or fairness; willing to distort, manipulate and conceal to win
• arrogant, condescending, abusive
• pompous and obnoxious1
While those observations may be 20 years old, many believe they hold true today.
The Supreme Court of Florida, in Opinion SC13-688, adopted the Code for Resolving Professionalism
Complaints and directed the Chief Judge of each Circuit to create a Local Professionalism Panel to
receive and resolve professionalism complaints. As of the writing of this article, Chief Judge Steven
J. Levin and Trial Court Administrator Thomas A. Genung, Esquire, along with the Presidents of
Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Port St. Lucie County Bar Associations, are working
to comply with the Supreme Court’s mandate and institute a Local Professionalism Panel for the 19th
Judicial Circuit.
The purpose of the Professionalism Panel is to review complaints and other intake items and to meet
with attorneys who may have conducted themselves in a manner inconsistent with the Standards
of Professionalism in order to discuss such conduct and counsel attorneys to avoid future conduct
inconsistent with the existing standards. Those Standards of Professionalism are set forth in the Oath
of Admission to The Florida Bar, The Florida Bar Creed of Professionalism, The Florida Bar Ideals
and Goals of Professionalism, The Rules Regulating the Florida Bar and the decisions of The Florida
Supreme Court.
It is expected that the Administrative Order establishing the 19th Judicial Circuit Professionalism
Panel will be ﬁnalized and issued by the Chief Judge in the near future. I hope to be able to discuss
this matter more fully at our membership meeting on Friday, December 20, 2013, and look forward to
discussing it with all of you.
Now, to last month’s question. With the caveat he attended Georgetown School of Foreign Service,
a congratulations goes to The Honorable Alan O. Forst for correctly answering, from memory, the
question, “What is a Hoya?” Judge Darren Steele was next with the Cliff Notes version. In third
place, exhibiting exemplary research skills, Hearing Ofﬁcer Laurie Ehler Buchanan cites the ofﬁcial
explanation that there was a baseball team at Georgetown called the “Stonewalls.” It is suggested
that a student, applying Greek and Latin, dubbed the team the hoia saxa-- hoia is the Greek neuter
plural for “what” or “what a”, while saxa is the Latin neuter plural for “rock”. Substituting a “y” for an
“I,” “hoya saxa” literally means “what rocks.” So, if someone asks the question, “What is a Hoya?” the
answer is, “Exactly.” Abbott and Costello would be proud.

--------------1

2013-14 MCBA President

Taken from the History of the Henry Latimer Center for Professionalism from The Florida Bar’s website/Professional
Practice/Henry Latimer Center for Professionalism/History of the Center/Historical Prospective.
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MCBA CLE Luncheon Meeting
December 20, 2013
On Friday, December 20, 2013, the Executive Board of the MCBA invites its
members, prospective members, and any guests to join us for our monthly
luncheon meeting at the Kane Center* in Stuart at 11:45 a.m.
The program will be interactive roundtable discussions led by MCBA
President George W. Bush, Jr. Topics will focus on relevant legal issues
facing attorneys in Martin County and will include but are not limited to the
following, as well as topics submitted by the membership:
•

•
•
•
•

Implementation in the 19th Circuit of the Supreme Court’s
Professionalism Panel mandate under SC13-688 and the
Circuit’s Administrative Order regarding the Circuit Committee on
Professionalism;
Pro Bono Opportunities for 2014;
E-ﬁling protocols and updates from the Martin County Clerk of
Court, Carolyn Timmann;
Diversity program suggestions;
Civility Guidelines Review.

As always, the Executive Board thanks our luncheon co-sponsor: Comerica
Wealth Management.
We anticipate another great turnout so RSVP is requested. There is no charge for MCBA
members; guests are welcome and can pay the $25 guest fee at the door (RSVP required for
both members and guests).
To RSVP, please call (772) 220-8018 or e-mail martincountybarassociation@msn.com by
December 17th. See the back page for the luncheon menu.

*The Kane Center is 6 miles from the Martin
County Courthouse. Take Colorado Avenue (which
turns into Kanner Highway also known as SR-76
West) to Salerno Road. Make a left onto Salerno
Road (go less than 1 mile) and the Kane Center is
on the right. Use the second entrance and proceed
into the ballroom from the parking lot.
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You Can Make A Difference!
Food Drive For Treasure Coast Food Bank
Can you believe it? The Holidays are almost here, and so it’s
that time again when we’re asking the members of the Martin
County Bar Association and guests to support the Treasure
Coast Food Bank with donations of food (or a check if you
prefer) to help families in our community have enough food for
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Maria Sperando

Unfortunately, the need for food, especially for our children
here on the Treasure Coast, is as great as ever. There are
107,000 people on the Treasure Coast who are food insecure—meaning they
don’t know where their next meal is coming from—and 55% of them are children and 18% are seniors and veterans. The good news is that only 7 cents of each dollar donated is used for administrative expenses, and a single dollar provides SEVEN meals!!! So please bring your donations
to the December Bar luncheon, and I’ll make sure that they are taken to the Treasure Coast Food
Bank in Fort Pierce. Publix usually has some really good “buy one get one” sales on nonperishable
items (just a thought.)
Thank you to those who brought donations last month and for the incredible monetary generosity of
Barbara Cook & the MCBA. We’re hoping that this year will be our most successful year yet, and
with your help, it will be!

The MCBA Has More Than 25 Specialty Committees!
Visit our website www.martincountybar.org for contact information for our Committee Chairs; the
Committee link is on the Home Page. Contact the ones you are interested in to get involved and/or
for more information about attending their meetings. The Executive Board thanks our 2013 – 2014
Committee Chairs for their time and support of the MCBA. We look forward to another great year of
programs and events!
4
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The Criminal Law Section will meet December 12, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.
at The Gafford located downtown at 47 SW Flagler Avenue. We
welcome anyone who is interested in participating, and especially
encourage all criminal practitioners to attend. If you plan to attend,
please RSVP to Kibbey & Deckard at 286-0023.
If you have questions regarding any criminal matter, please feel
free to contact Richard Kibbey at Kibbey.Richard@gmail.com or
Josh Deckard at JDeckard@bellsouth.net.

T

C

Save The Date!
3rd Annual
MCBA Tennis & Family Fun Day
April 26, 2014.
Look for more details
coming soon!
Mariner Sands
Country Club
(10:00 am)

Lady Lawyers Luncheon

Join Us!
Lady Lawyers meet for lunch on the last Friday of each month.
Call Donna DeMarchi at 287-2600 for more information.

5

T

S

B

- D

2013

TRIAL LAWYERS COMMITTEE
All are Welcome!
Please join us at our next Trial Lawyers Committee meeting on December 12, 2013,
12:00 p.m., at the Law Firm of Gunster, Yoakley & Stewart, 800 SE Monterey Commons
Blvd., Ste. 200, Stuart. We are honored to have as our guest speaker the Honorable
William L. Roby, 19th Judicial Circuit Court Judge. Lunch will be provided by
Carson’s Tavern. If attending, please RSVP as soon as possible to Florence Soto at
ﬂorence@cushniemcmahonlaw.com. I look forward to seeing you there!
NEW CASES OF INTEREST
Zephyr Haven Health and Rehab v. Sunbelt, 38 Fla L. Weekly D2070 (Fla. 2nd DCA September 27, 2013).
In a case brought against a nursing home facility, the trial court erred in denying Defendant’s motion to
compel arbitration where the Plaintiff argued she could not afford the arbitration expenses. After analyzing the
doctrines of Unconscionability, Impossibility of Performance and The Green Tree Prohibitive Cost Defense,
the court ruled that record evidence submitted by Plaintiff was insufﬁcient to show unconscionability or
impossibility of performance.
Matarrantz v. State, 38 Fla. L. Weekly, 5687 (Fla. September 26, 2013). The Florida Supreme Court
emphasized the critical importance of impartial juries in ruling that once a juror makes clear his unease or
reservations about his impartiality, it is error for the trial court to attempt to “rehabilitate” the juror. On the
same topic, see also Pelham v. Walker, 38 Fla. L. Weekly D1962 (Fla. 2nd DCA September 18, 2013).
Heritage Circle Condo Ass’n v. State, 38 Fla. L. Weekly, D1994 (Fla. 4th DCA September 18, 2013). A
Default Judgment cannot be granted as a sanction for discovery violations until the trial court ﬁrst conducts
a hearing to determine the six (6) factors set forth by the Florida Supreme Court in Kozel v. Ostendorf, 629
So.2d 817 (Fla. 1993). It was also noted that if less severe sanctions than dismissal with prejudice are
viable, the trial court should consider such.
Global Xtreme, Inc. v. Advanced Aircraft, 38 Fla. L. Weekly D2061 (Fla. 3rd DCA September 25, 2013).
Attorneys’ fees should not be granted pursuant to F.S. §57.105 based on a 21-day notice letter alone. A
motion for fees must accompany the letter per §57.105(4). In this case, the record evidence was that the
required motion was not ﬁled until 21 days after the letter.
Any article appearing herein may be reproduced provided credit is given both to the SideBar and the author of
the article. Views and conclusions expressed in articles and ads herein are those of the authors or advertisers
and not necessarily those of the ofﬁcers, directors, or staff of the Martin County Bar Association. Further, the
Martin County Bar Association and staff do not endorse any product or service advertised.
All advertising is subject to approval. We regret any errors or omissions and such, if applicable, will be noted
in future issues.
Many of the professional headshot photos have been provided courtesy of
Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Happy Holidays!
Join Us for A Holiday
Cocktail to Benefit United
Way's White Dove Toy Drive
The MCBA has joined the Sailﬁsh Chapter of the FICPA in planning the second annual ABC Mixer
(Attorneys, Bankers & CPA’s). It will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on December 3, 2013, at
the Crush Wine Bar in downtown Stuart.
We ask everyone to bring a donation of an unwrapped toy, canned goods, or cash for the United
Way’s White Doves Holiday Project. Last year we had 70+ attendees, gave two vanloads of toys
to White Doves, plus almost $2k in cash! Kick-off the holidays for a good cause. There will be gift
card door prizes, cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Hope to see you there!!
The 2014 MCBA Banquet will be held on Saturday, May 17, 2014, at Mariner Sands Country Club.
Please save the date. Don’t miss the chance to get your advance tickets at discounted prices (see
below).
If you have any comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Cook at
barbcook@barbcooklaw.com or Elizabeth Hunter at ehunter@sheilabiehl.com. We look
forward to another great year of interesting programs and fun events!
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Maritime Criminal Statutes: Piracy
Piracy is a federal crime with a penalty of imprisonment for life.
A U.S. citizen is a “pirate” if that person commits murder or robbery, or any act of
hostility against the United States or any of its citizens on the high seas (generally
beyond 3 nautical miles from the shore of the United States). 18 U.S.C. § 1652.
An alien who “is found and taken on the sea making war upon the United States,
or cruising against the vessels and property thereof, or of the citizens of the same
... is a pirate and shall be imprisoned for life.” 18 U.S.C. § 1653.
“Whoever, on the high seas, commits the crime of piracy as deﬁned by the law of
nations, and is afterwards brought into or found in the United States, shall be imprisoned for life.” 18
U.S.C. § 1651.
Piracy, within the meaning of § 1651, consists of any of the following acts and their elements: (A)(1)
any illegal act of violence or detention, or any act of depredation (2) committed for private ends (3)
on the high seas or at a place outside the jurisdiction of any state (4) by the crew or passengers of a
private ship or private aircraft (5) and directed against another ship or aircraft, or against any persons
or property aboard such ship or aircraft; or (B) (1) any act of voluntary participation in the operation
of a ship or aircraft and (2) with knowledge of the facts making it a pirate ship; or (C) (1) any act of
inciting or intentionally facilitating (2) an act described in (A) or (B). United States v. Hasan, 747 F.
Supp. 2d 599 (E.D. Va. 2010), afﬁrmed in United States v. Dire, 680F.3d 446 (4th Cir. 2012).
=======================
For more information about this area of law or committee events, contact Barbara Cook at:
barbcook@barbcooklaw.com.
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Please Join Us for Happy Hour
YLD will have our next Happy Hour on December 19th from 5:30 to
7:30 at Spoto’s downstairs bar on the river. Also, the MCBA Young
Lawyers Division was awarded two grants that will be used for a
judicial roundtable event and for a sponsorship of a holiday party
for underprivileged youth in Downtown Stuart. We’re very happy
and thankful to have these grants. We will be emailing our members
with more information. Happy Holidays!
Please contact Kathryn Roegiers kroegiers@jgormanlaw.com
or Barbara Kibbey barbara.kibbey@gmail.com if you have any
questions or suggestions.
8
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EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR LAW COMMITTEE
UPDATE ON FLORIDA’S MINIMUM WAGE LAW
Effective January 1, 2014, the hourly minimum wage rate in Florida will increase
to $7.93. This wage increase applies to any employees covered by the federal
Fair Labor Standards Act.
This increase will also impact wages paid to “tipped” employees working in Florida.
In Florida, employers may count tips towards the wage calculation if an employee
receives tips as part of his or her compensation. As a result, employers may take
a credit of up to $3.02 per hour for all tipped employees, but tipped employees
must also receive a direct hourly wage.
Effective January 1, 2014, the direct hourly wage payable to tipped employees must be at least $4.91
– computed as Florida’s new minimum wage of $7.93, minus the permissible tip credit of $3.02.
=======================
For more information about this committee and for upcoming programming, contact Bob Kilbride at
rkilbride@foxwackeen.com. Bob Kilbride is Florida Bar Board Certiﬁed in Labor and Employment
Law and a partner at Fox, Wackeen, Dungey, Beard, Bush, Goldman, Kilbride, Waters & McCluskey,
LLP.
Law Ofﬁce Of

Stephen M. Lewen
Social Security Disability
& Supreme Court Certiﬁed
Circuit Civil Mediator Representing
the injured & disabled
for over 33 years.
10 SE Central Parkway, Suite 230
Stuart, FL 34994
Telephone: 772-288-1300 | Fax: 772-288-2135
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complex issues require
creative solutions

BUSINESS & FINANCIAL LITIGATION / APPEALS
West Palm Beach, Fla. | 561.835.0900
beasleylaw.net
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Fall Judicial Reception
As co-chairs of the Judicial Relations Committee, both Preethi
Sekharan and I hope all of the judiciary, members of the
Martin County Bar Association, and guests enjoyed our Judicial
Reception held on October 24, 2013. We had over 140 RSVP’s
and approximately 115 attendees, and the overwhelming
consensus was a good one.
We hope you were able to hear and enjoy the music of Richard
Levenstein and Dr. Richard Berjian, as well as the Flute Renaissance which followed. Special thanks to
the Flute Renaissance Group, as always, and to my colleague of the Treasure Coast Symphony, Dr.
Richard Berjian.
We want to give special thanks to all of the members of the judiciary who attended the Reception, and all
members of the Martin County Bar Association and their guests who participated and made this event a
continued success. We hope you enjoyed attending the Reception, as much as we enjoyed planning it
and making it happen.
We also wish to especially thank all of our sponsors, at all levels, for their generous ﬁnancial assistance
in making this event possible and ensuring its success. Without the involvement of all of these generous
people and organizations, it would be impossible to present an event such as this Reception, and we
continue to appreciate all the support that this event has received in the past and which we hope will
continue to be received in the future.
On behalf of Preethi and myself, and the Martin County Bar Association Judicial Relations Committee,
thanks to all for again making this event one of the premiere events presented by the Martin County Bar
Association, and as ﬁne an event as is presented by any Bar Association anywhere.
We hope you enjoy the event photos which appear on the next several pages (courtesy of Legal Consulting
Services, Inc.). Look for a summary of the ProBono Award details in next month’s issue of the SideBar.

Continued On Next Page . . .
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2013 JUDICIAL RECEPTION
OCTOBER 24, 2013
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19th Judicial Circuit
Chief Judge Steven J. Levin
Judge Cliff Barnes
Judge Sherwood Bauer, Jr.
Judge Robert E. Belanger
Judge Barbara W. Bronis
Judge Jerald D. Bryant
Judge Cynthia L. Cox
Judge Curtis L. Disque
Judge Dwight L. Geiger
Judge Robert A. Hawley
Judge Paul B. Kanarek
Judge James W. McCann
Judge F. Shields McManus
Judge Robert R. Makemson

Judge Elizabeth A. Metzger
Judge Lawrence M. Mirman
Judge David C. Morgan
Judge Kathryn Nelson
Judge Robert L. Pegg
Judge Kathleen H. Roberts
Judge William L. Roby
Judge Larry Schack
Judge Darren Steele
Judge Gary L. Sweet
Judge Dan L. Vaughn
Judge Thomas J. Walsh, Jr.
Judge Joe A. Wild
Judge Philip J. Yacucci, Jr.
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Fourth District Court
of Appeal Judges
Chief Judge Dorian K. Damoorgian
Judge Martha C. Warner
Judge W. Matthew Stevenson
Judge Robert M Gross
Judge Carole Y. Taylor
Judge Melanie G. May
Judge Cory J. Ciklin
Judge Jonathan D. Gerber
Judge Spencer D. Levine
Judge Burton C. Conner
Judge Alan O. Forst
Judge Mark W. Klingensmith
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Law Library Update:
Current seminars available include:
•

Survey of Florida Law 2013 (2 copies) - 14.5 credit hours

•

DVD seminar worth 9 CLE credits (also 9 tax or wills, trusts
and estates certiﬁcation hours) - Annual Wealth Protection
- How a Lawyer Can Protect a Client’s Wealth

•

Audio CD seminar available to all members - Uninformed, Confused and Confounded by
Article 9? Update, Cultivate and Clarify your Knowledge (8 CLE hours)

•

32nd Annual RPPTL Legislative & Case Law Update

•

Two new seminars which are on order and are expected soon are: Changes to the LLC Law
and Revision to the Land Trust Act.

The seminars are available free of charge to all MCBA members through the law library. Please
e-mail me with your seminar requests at ebuetens@metrolink.net.

Book Highlight:
The law library has books too. Here’s one recent addition to the collection:
•

New Appleman Law of Liability Insurance.
Insurance; Chapter 2 - Formation, Terminat

Chapter 1 - General Principles of Liability

To check on existing seminar availability, call Dawn at the Law Library at 221-1427.
The Law Library is open Mon. - Thurs., 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Save The Date!
Join the Friends of the Rupert J. Smith Law Library for
a black-tie Gala on Saturday, February 15, 2014 at the
PGA Pavilion in PGA Village in Port St. Lucie. The Gala
anticipates 200 attendees and the Marshall Brothers
Band will provide the entertainment for the evening. All
proceeds beneﬁts the Rupert J. Smith Law Library, South
Floirda’s largest receptacle for legal texts, law journals,
law review articles, and other forms of legal scholarship.
Visit http://www.rjslawlibrary.org for more information.

Serving Florida Businesses Since 1967

Lynn LeSerra
O.772.461.1201 • EGP.com • LynnLeserra@EGP.com
Printers • Copiers • Multi-functional Systems (Copy/Print/Fax/Scan)
Wide Format Copiers • Managed Print Services • Network Solutions
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EMINENT DOMAIN LAW
Submitted By: Harry W. Lerch
There are not many “new” developments in condemnation law. In fact, there are
relatively few reported decisions from year to year. Few condemnation cases
even go to trial, much less get appealed. Most appellate decisions afﬁrm prior
doctrines. Few attorneys and even fewer judges ever try a condemnation case.
The majority of takings cases are settled long before trial. Property appraisal
methods have evolved faster than the law. And “evolved” is the right term.
Appraisals are the new key.
When we were British Colonies, there was little question that everything ultimately
belonged to “the King” (the government) and could be taken virtually without
restriction. The Bill of Rights assumed the right to take. But the Fifth Amendment
qualiﬁed it, creating the rights of “due process” and “just compensation.” Whenever the government
takes private property, it must observe these rights.
New doctrines do, occasionally, crop up in condemnation law. A few years ago I attended an ABA/ALI
Seminar on Eminent Domain in Miami. In an open Q&A session we were invited to ask questions.
I turned in three questions, asking: Has anyone here been involved in a case involving (1) “special
use property” or (2) the “uneconomic remnant” doctrine or (3) the right of individuals to compensation
when their “easement rights of use or access” or their “covenant rights to preclude certain uses” were
taken? Of the several hundred condemnation attorneys in the room, not a single person had ever
been involved with any of these matters (other than Stephanie Autrey, who pioneered the last of the
three doctrines).
These three legal principles, “special use properties,” ”uneconomic remnants,” and “easement and
covenant rights,” have arisen in different ways and are just becoming understood. But they all
served a signiﬁcant part of my obtaining more than $34 million in eminent domain settlements over
the past few years.
The relatively new doctrines can generally be described as follows:
Special Use Property is a kind of property which is fairly unique and which does not fall into ordinary
valuation standards. The ﬁrst special use property cases came from California, and involved the
taking of unique buildings like sewer plants, synagogues and private schools. The appraisers
reported, and the courts determined, that the fairest way to compensate property owners of such
properties was to compensate them for the replacement cost, that is the value of the land plus the
actual replacement cost of the building(s) without deducting for depreciation (or even the cost to
legitimately restore the use). I have used this doctrine to win settlements for homes of handicapped
individuals and many other similar unique properties.
An Uneconomic Remnant occurs when a small piece of property remains after a substantial part
of a property is taken. The doctrine comes into effect, as in a recent West Virginia case, when the
property owner sues the government in a counterclaim or separate suit to force the government to
take the entire property and compensate the owner accordingly. In such a case, if federal money is
involved in any way, under the Uniform Relocation Act, the property owner is entitled not only to full
Continued On Next Page . . .
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Continued From Previous Page . . .

compensation for the entire property but also to payment of attorneys’ fees (which are not ordinarily
compensable in many states and are limited in others).
The Loss of Easement and/or Covenant Rights in common areas has created a right to compensation
for decades for owners of condominium units when common areas were taken. A recent case
expanded the doctrine to HOAs. A North Carolina case held that each of the property owners in
a homeowners’ association has the right to be compensated for the loss of easement rights to use
and enjoy the common area taken, as well as to be compensated for the loss of covenant rights
prohibiting incompatible uses. Appraisals were again the key.
These three aspects of condemnation law expand the property rights of property owners. They are
dependent on appraisals and should be reviewed carefully by every attorney representing a property
owner in a condemnation (or inverse condemnation) case.
Additionally, in a very recent (December 2012) decision, the United States Supreme Court unanimously
held that damages due to ﬂooding of downstream properties caused by the dumping of water by the
Corps of Engineers from a government dam can constitute a constitutional “taking” of the ﬂooded
property for which the federal government could be liable. While the Supreme Court went no further
in reversing the Court of Federal Appeals, it is not a stretch to think that the three other doctrines
outlined above might well come into play in future similar cases under a combination of the right
circumstances. Stay tuned!
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Please Join Us!
The next Probate, Trust & Guardianship Committee meeting will be held
from 12:00-1:00 p.m. on January 9, 2014, at the offices of Fox, Wackeen,
et al. (The Tower Building at Willoughby Commons, 3473 SE Willoughby
Boulevard, Stuart.) Lunch will be provided as usual. Look for more details
in the next issue of the SideBar. For more information on this committee,
contact me at rshaffer@jfpalaw.com.

19th Circuit Independent Contractor Position Available
Civil Trafﬁc Infraction Hearing Ofﬁcer
For more information, visit the website at http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html. The closing
date is December 2, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. and a cover letter and resume are required.
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Congratulations To Judge Mark W. Klingensmith!
On November 8, 2013, over 130 colleagues, friends and family braved the inclement weather to
congratulate the Honorable Mark W. Klingensmith on his appointment to Florida’s Fourth District
Court of Appeal. The reception, held at the Historic Cultural Courthouse, was sponsored by
Sonneborn Rutter Cooney & Smith, P.A. and the ﬁve 19th Circuit Bar Associations (Martin;
Indian River; Port St. Lucie; St. Lucie and Okeechobee). Special thanks to Café Coconuts for the
delicious food and to MCBA member, Richard Levenstein, for the wonderful musical ambiance.

Photos provided compliments of Jessie Green, photo intern at Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
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Real Property and Business Litigation Summary Report
Fi-Evergreen Woods, LLC v. Robinson, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5493462 (Fla. 5th
DCA 2013).
The Florida Arbitration Code does not require a signature to a written agreement to
arbitrate; parties may indicate their intention to arbitrate by words and conduct. Parol
evidence regarding identity, capacity and relationship with another is permitted even
when document is patently ambiguous, i.e., ambiguity is apparent on document’s
face.
Metnick & Levy, P.A. v. Seuling, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5450970 (Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
Failing to pay debts due under a contract in Florida satisﬁes both the long-arm jurisdiction and minimum
contacts requirements to be hailed into Florida to defend.
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida v. Lewis, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5474581 (Fla. 3d DCA
2013).
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.514 (b) provides additional time to act after service of a
pleading or notice, but not after rendition of an order.
Village Carver Phase 1, LLC v. Fidelity Nat.Title Ins. Co., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5429585 (Fla. 3d
DCA 2013).
The Marketable Record Title Act may eliminate the rights under Fla. Stat. § 704.08 of ingress and egress
to cemeteries. Thus, there is no coverage under a title policy for breach for a deed recorded before
the root of title under M.R.T.A. Furthermore, title policies do not protect against future occurrences.
Aegis, LLC v. Mawji, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5575231 (Fla. 5th DCA 2013).
Any ﬁling within the 60-day period set forth by Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.420 (e) is sufﬁcient to
avoid dismissal; the ﬁling does not need to move case forward.
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. v. Morcom, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5575634 (Fla. 5th DCA 2013).
Mortgagee is not required to be both the holder and owner of promissory note in order to have
standing to foreclose; being holder of note endorsed in blank is sufﬁcient even if foreclosing party is
not the owner.
Ofﬁce of Ins. Regulation and Financial Services Com’n v. Secure Enterprises, LLC, --- So.3d
----, 2013 WL 5584266 (Fla. 1st DCA 2013).
Manufacturer, in order to establish standing to challenge rules adopting certain forms for windstorm
resistant products, must meet either the “substantially affected” or “zone of interest” tests for standing.
Bennett v. Deutsche Bank Nat. Trust Co., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5538764 (Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
On rehearing, the Fourth District clariﬁes its earlier opinion and holds that Fla. Stat. § 673.3081 (1)
is a “bursting bubble” presumption that allows a holder of an instrument to presume the validity of a
signature unless signer presents evidence to the contrary.
Continued On Next Page . . .
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ASAP Services, LLC v. SA Florida Intern., LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5566680 (Fla. 3d DCA 2013).
Postjudgment motion to set aside a ﬁnal judgment does not toll Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.525
requirement to ﬁle attorneys’ fees motion within 30 days of judgment.
Alpha Data Corp. v. HX5, L.L.C., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5663214 (Fla. 1st DCA 2013).
Only a clear understanding of the parties that an oral contract was not to be performed within a year
brings the contract into the Statute of Frauds; contracts for indeﬁnite periods of time generally do not
fall within Statute of Frauds.
Caruso v. Knight, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5628653 (Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
Disqualiﬁcation of counsel is a drastic remedy, and having access to plaintiff’s employee records arising
out of prior proceedings is not privileged information requiring removal.
Florida Dep’t of Agriculture and Consumer Services v. Mendez, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5628727
(Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
Presumption that state agency, when exercising police power, is seeking to prevent public harm does
not mean that a compensable taking has not occurred.
Hernandez v. Colonial Grocers, Inc., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5762986 (Fla. 2d DCA 2013).
A contract containing both an arbitration provision for statutory claims and a prevailing party attorneys’
fees provision is void and unenforceable when the statute awards fees only to a prevailing plaintiff.
Wadsworth v. JP Morgan Chase Bank, N.A., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5729754 (Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
Mediation is not required prior to summary judgment of foreclosure when a case is ﬁled outside of
timeframe of mandated mediation ordered by the Florida Supreme Court.
Juvonen v. United Prop. and Cas. Ins. Co., --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL 5729808 (Fla. 4th DCA 2013).
Insurer must pay contractor overhead and proﬁt expenses for posthurricane repairs.
Careplus Health Plans, Inc. v. Interamerican Medical Center Group, LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2013 WL
5735342 (Fla. 3d DCA 2013).
An arbitration provision in a later contract does not cover disputes arising from earlier contracts; whether
a claim is subject to arbitration is for court to decide.
Barber v. America’s Wholesale Lender, --- Fed.Appx. ----, 2013 WL 5686757 (11th Cir. 2013).
When loan instruments indicate the loan will be securitized and sold, borrower has no right to a
modiﬁcation or to negotiate with only its original lender.
=============
Manuel Farach is Of Counsel to Richman Greer, P.A. in West Palm Beach and practices in the areas of
Real Estate, Business Litigation and Appellate Law. Request the Weekly Update by sending an email
to mfarach@richmangreer.com and writing “Request Update” in the subject line.
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News From Y
Your Friendly Neighborhood Bar
The law ﬁrm of Ross, Earle & Bonan, P.A., is proud to announce that Michael J. Bonan has joined the
ﬁrm as an associate attorney. Bonan graduated from the University of Miami with a Bachelor of Business
Administration, cum laude, in 2010 and graduated from the University of Miami, School of Law, magna
cum laude, in 2013. He was admitted to the FL Bar on November 6, 2013. Bonan will concentrate in the
areas of community association law and foreclosures.
The Leopold Law ﬁrm has been selected as one of U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms.”
The ﬁrm was listed as a Tier 2 ranking for Commercial Litigation in West Palm Beach. To be eligible
for a ranking, a ﬁrm must have a lawyer listed in The Best Lawyers in America©. To create the ﬁnal
list, the prestigious rankings considered many different and detailed factors, including client and lawyer
evaluations, peer review, information provided by the law ﬁrms, and a new Law Firm Leaders Survey.
Congratulations to Charles Anthony Schwab who was appointed by Governor Scott on November 15,
2013 to the vacant judge position in the 19th Circuit. Look for details on the January Investiture coming
soon.
Please send us your news of new hires, promotions, awards, engagements, marriages,
child births, new addresses and the like for future issues of the SideBar.
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F ORECLOSURE L AW COMMITTEE
December, 2013 Foreclosure Law Committee Report
Greetings,
Here are some cases of possible interest:
PREMIER FINISHES, INC. v. MAGGIRIAS (2d DCA September 25, 2013).
Contractor and its owner brought action against property owner's trustee to
foreclose a claim of lien, among other things. The Circuit Court in Collier County
dismissed the foreclosure claim without prejudice, and discharged the claim of lien
and a notice of lis pendens that had also been ﬁled by contractor, based on a
discrepancy as to the name of the contractor in the claim of lien and in the contract
with the property owner. Contractor and owner ﬁled petition for writ of certiorari. The
circuit court later denied the remaining claims, and contractor and its owner ﬁled
an amended complaint, that trustee again moved to dismiss. The 2nd DCA held that the trial court
could not discharge the claim of lien and notice of lis pendens without holding an evidentiary hearing
to determine if the property owner was prejudiced by the discrepancy.
CACHO v. BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON (3d DCA September 25, 2013). The homeowner’s
attorney withdrew from representing the homeowner nine months before the case was dismissed
and then ﬁled a motion for prevailing party attorney’s fees shortly after the case was dismissed.
The 3rd DCA upheld the trial court’s denial of fees because the attorney was not representing the
homeowner when he ﬁled the motion, only himself as the attorney. Only the homeowner or an attorney
representing the homeowner could have ﬁled the motion. Furthermore, the attorney failed to timely
ﬁle a charging lien before the case was dismissed, thus preventing him from seeking fees. Lesson
here is to include a claim for a charging lien in all motions to withdraw to preserve your right to seek
fees. See Heller v. Held, 817 So. 2d 1023 (Fla. 4th DCA 2002).
FOCHT v. WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. (2d DCA September 25, 2013). Yet another case in which
the trial court erroneously granted a motion for summary judgment where the bank presented no
evidence it owned and held the homeowner’s loan at the time the lawsuit was ﬁled. Incredibly, the
appellate court certiﬁed a question to the Florida Supreme Court, asking if the standing requirement
could be waived in foreclosure cases as long as the bank proves it owns and holds the note and
mortgage before the ﬁnal judgment is entered. Their rationale—waiving the well-established standing
requirement in foreclosure cases would help alleviate the backlog of these cases in the courts. So
much for the Constitution.
JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. v. BIGLEY (3d DCA September 18, 2013). The 3rd DCA held
in a matter of ﬁrst impression that a private postage-meter mark, which placed the postage and date
stamp upon the envelope prior to its placement in the hands of the U.S. Postal Service for mailing,
constituted competent substantial evidence that could rebut the prima facie proof of service created
by the date contained in a certiﬁcate of service. This case might be useful in rebutting evidence that a
notice of intent to accelerate was sent if the client saved the envelope showing the date actually sent
was different than the date of the letter.
Continued On Next Page . . .
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AURORA LOAN SERVICES, LLC v. RAMIREZ (3d DCA September 11, 2013). In this foreclosure
case, the 3rd DCA reversed an award of $17,800 in attorney's fees as a sanction for a discovery
violation, because the order did not contain the ﬁndings mandated by Kozel v. Ostendorf, 629 So.2d
817 (Fla.1993). The Court also held that the record did not support a conclusion that the discovery
violation was a willful and deliberate one as required by law. See Commonwealth Fed. Sav. & Loan
Ass'n v. Tubero, 569 So.2d 1271 (Fla.1990). The order was reversed and remanded with directions
to vacate the award of attorney's fees.
SEALE v. REGIONS BANK (4th DCA September 11, 2013). The trial court was reversed for
improperly striking the following afﬁrmative defenses as legally insufﬁcient; the bank lacked standing,
the bank failed to provide the required notice of default, acceleration and opportunity to cure and, the
bank was not authorized to bring the action on behalf of the owner of the note. The 4th DCA found
the defenses were legally sufﬁcient and the bank's failure to factually refute the defenses precluded
summary judgment.
WADSWORTH v. JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. (4th DCA October 23, 2013). The bank brought
an action to foreclose, and the 15th Judicial Circuit Court in Palm Beach County entered a default
and summary judgment in the bank’s favor even though the pro se homeowner had ﬁled an answer
and afﬁrmative defense. The 4th DCA reversed and remanded, holding that: 1) the trial court could
not enter default against mortgagor after mortgagor had ﬁled an answer to the bank's complaint and
motion to dismiss; 2) a fact issue remained as to whether the bank complied with the 30-day notice of
opportunity to cure default before accelerating the mortgage note; and 3) the bank was not required
to submit the foreclosure action to mediation.
AG BEAUMONT 1, LLC v. LSREF2 OREO (DIRECT) (2d DCA October 18, 2013). Interesting
commercial foreclosure case in which it appears the bank may have ﬁled a fraudulent “original”
note with a different maturity date than the note allegedly signed by the borrowers. The tip-off was
the word processing identiﬁer number printed on the lower left corner of each page of the note. The
number was not the same on all of the pages of the purported original note ﬁled by the bank while the
copy of the note provided by the borrowers had the same number. Very interesting.
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. v. MORCOM (5th DCA October 11, 2013). In this case, the trial court
granted summary judgment in favor of the homeowners, but the 5th DCA held the bank was not
required to be both holder and owner of the promissory note in order to have standing to foreclose,
only the holder. Duh.
BENNETT v. DEUTSCHE BANK NAT. TRUST CO. (4th DCA October 9, 2013). This case deals
with the importance of providing evidence to disprove the validity of a signature on the note. The bank
brought a foreclosure action, and mortgagors challenged the authenticity of the signatures on two
allonges to the underlying promissory note. The 15th Judicial Circuit Court in Palm Beach County
granted the bank's motion for summary judgment and denied the mortgagors' motion for rehearing.
On rehearing, the 4th DCA held that the mortgagors failed to provide any evidence to overcome the
statutory presumption of validity of the signature
For more information about this committee and for upcoming programming, contact Trent Steele at
trent@trentsteele.com.
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Please Consider Volunteering for a
Pro Bono Case!
Look for more information about volunteering in next month’s
SideBar.
If you have any questions about the 19th Circuit Pro Bono
Project, or are available to assist with a case, please contact
Carolyn Fabrizio at carolyn.fabrizio@frls.org or Jane Cornett
at jcornett@bplegal.com.

Martin County Chapter of the
Florida Association for Women Lawyers (FAWL)

Happy Holidays From FAWL!
FAWL is participating in the Season’s Readings program through
the Friends of the Martin County Library System by donating
books into the hands of a deserving child this season. Books
will be given to 3-to-5 year-olds enrolled in a Martin County
program with the Early Learning Coalition. This is FAWL’s third
year participating in this program.
You can also donate to the Season’s Readings program by visiting your local
Martin County library.
For additional information, please contact Heather Bridwell at heatherbridwell@stuart-law.net
______________________________________________________________________
Thank you again to all those who joined us for the luncheon on November 7, 2013 regarding Women
& Financial Security. Also special thanks to Brooke Williams McKernan of Northwestern Mutual and
The McKernan Financial Group for providing a very informative and useful presentation!
Reminder:
Have you joined or renewed your membership with FAWL? Please feel free to contact Heather Bridwell
at heatherbridwell@stuart-law.net, or visit www.FAWL.org to check the status of your membership.
We have an exciting year planned for all of our members!
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Hello from the Paralegal
Committee for the last
time this year!
Kind of unbelievable, isn’t it? Attorney Scott Konopka
did a fabulous presentation in October - - particularly
the demonstrative evidence he shared from a recent case.
I have attached a few photos from the meeting for you
all to enjoy.
The final meeting this year is December 10, 2013, 5:30 p.m., at Manero’s. Our keynote
speaker is Jason Berger, Esquire. Jason Berger, Esquire hosts the Joint Committee
Meeting in the Spring with the Paralegal Committee sponsored by the MCBA. Topic of
discussion will be family and criminal law crossover matters for 1 CLE credit.
I have sent notices with the details by e-mail; however, if you did not receive one and
would like too, please email me at mcbaparalegalcommittee@gmail.com. Please also
forward this information to anyone new in your office or someone you know who might be
interested.
Attendees do not have to be paralegals or work with law to attend. Everyone is welcome.
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you soon!
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Over 25 years of Legal Assisting experience on
the Treasure Coast
Notary Public, State of Florida
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(772) 288-4059
@
.

Shaun Kelly,
Legal Assistant
Providing Services to the Legal Community
772-349-5519
Shaun@PerfectlyLegalOS.c om
www.Perfectlylegalos.com
Find me on Facebook!
Providing the following services:
• On-site or Pick-up/Drop Off
• Overﬂow Work
• Special Projects
• Vacations/Leaves

Personal Injury
Trial Attorney
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561-694-6079
jsobel@schwedlawﬁrm.com
Ofﬁces in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart
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You will sign our contract
with the client, which

secures your 25%
referral fee.

You will be impressed by
the detail, efficiency, and
professionalism with which
the case is handled.

You will be regularly
informed of the status of
your referral throughout the
entire case.

You will receive a check
immediately after the
settlement statement is
signed (we will even
hand-deliver it to your
office if you wish).
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REASONS TO REFER US YOUR
PERSONAL INJURY CASES

1

2

3

4
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$
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We will send our New Case
Specialist to the client’s
home or to your office to
sign up the case - during
business hours, at night, or
even on weekends.

You will receive a copy of
our demand letter to the
insurance company when it
is sent.

You will sign the settlement
statement, which shows you
exactly what the case
settled for. You’ll be thrilled
with our results.

GET TO
KNOW US

Establish a profitable relationship today

(561) 697-4440 · WWW.800GOLDLAW.COM

2090 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD, SUITE 402, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33409

Call or Email Tom Copeland
Marketing Director

(561) 727-3140
TCopeland@800GOLDLAW.com
to schedule a lunch
with Mr. Goldenfarb
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BATNA, FALL BACK POSITIONS AND WALKING AWAY
Submitted by: Martin G. Holleran, Esq.

Best Alternative To a Negotiated Agreement (BATNA)
As we all are aware, developing a BATNA is crucial to a litigator’s plan in preparing
for mediation. However, by deﬁnition a successful mediation is achieving, not a
BATNA, but rather a reasonable and realistic agreement satisfactory to all parties.
The foundation’s cornerstone when building your agreement is “compromise.”
And having a rigid and uncompromising BATNA should never be a reason for
impasse. The astute litigator remains ﬂexible and has developed a series of
fallback options that may be offered, as the mediation ebbs and ﬂows, as it will, in
the hands of a skillful mediator and knowledgeable experienced litigators. Often,
if you are diligent and persuasive in building your case while compromising on
matters of secondary importance or immaterial to your client, the shifts and turns
of the mediation may provide a reasonable solution without having to resort to
exercising your BATNA.
Thus, as in chess, the game will be yours, whether plaintiff or defendant, if you chart your moves
several steps ahead of your opponent. Consequently, your power begins when you are able to
decipher motives, interests, concerns, needs and goals of the other side, which will allow you to intuit
the strength of their opening position, fallbacks and bottom line. Having a good grasp of the strategy
they will use in preparing their case helps you construct options favorable to their needs and wants,
when strategically presented which will demonstrate your fairness and expand your credibility. This
will give you your ultimate power, which lies in knowing when and how to exercise your strategic “walk
away” option.
Among your strategies include the following:
1. Start with incisive substantive preparation, which includes client participation.
2. Prepare a powerful opening containing facts which you can fairly and credibly sustain. Never
turn down the opportunity to go ﬁrst.
3. As a plaintiff, most time it is in your best interest to present your “demand” and “offer to accept.”
4. Be ﬂexible and have prepared viable options so that there is no appearance that you might
“walk away” until you want to unveil this strategy.
5. Never lose your cool. If things get testy, detach, diagnose, and restate what you have heard.
Stay on message and focused on your goal, which, remember, is reaching an agreement that
satisﬁes the interests of all parties.
6. At all times consider reframing.
7. Listen to understand and acknowledge. Agreement does not mean acceptance.
8. Stand up for your best interests. Let them know what you need. As the spectre of a “walk way”
appears to you, become ﬁrmer without denigrating their viewpoint.
9. Do not disclose your “walk away” until it becomes almost inevitable to all that you are prepared
to go there. In doing so, remind the other side that you have offered numerous options
previously.
10. If it becomes necessary to “walk away,” be principled. Take the high road. You might even
suggest discontinuing will give the parties and counsel the option of reconsidering settlement
positions and reengage to see if a ﬁnal agreement can be reached before trial.
Pragmatism coupled with compromise are among the fundamental keys to the success of your
mediation.
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Gulfstream Business Bank’s newest L.A.W. Service for your practice.
Gulfstream is a locally owned
niche bank that focuses on
professionals and business
owners.

• E-mail sent to office manager for
wire transfer

We have designed
(Lawyer’s Automated Wire
System) L. A.W. Service to help
you meet your practice’s
growing financial needs.
Call us and find out how many
ways we can help a professional
practice like yours!
Here is what L.A.W.
can do for you!
• Automated fax confirmation
for any wire transfers

• Receipt provides date, beneficiary
information and a tracking
number
• Template format to allow for
repetitive recipients
• Uses ABA confirmation tables
to reduce errors
• Interfaces with our on-line wire
transfer system
• Acceptance of fax requests for
outgoing wires
George Haley Roy Warren
772-426-8155 772-426-8160 • Call back to verify authenticity
Jocelyn Lane
772-426-8154

2400 SE Monterey Road
Stuart, Florida
772-426-8100

250 S. Central Blvd
Jupiter, Florida
561-354-4200

9815 South US Hwy. #1
Port St. Lucie, Florida
772-408-5940

909 SE Fifth Avenue
Delray Beach, Florida
561-665-4200

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL BANKING • INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
• CASH MANAGEMENT • RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGES

www.gsbb.com • info@gsbb.com
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We Want You!
For information about Justice Teaching, please contact Judge Roby at:
772-288-5560, robyw@circuit19.org
or visit the website at: http://www.justiceteaching.org.

S

C

MCBA To Award Scholarships to Local High School Students
All submitted 2014 scholarship applications will be provided to us by the schools this
month. If you are interested in being on the review committee, please contact me at
gweiss@mrachek-law.com.
The selection committee will meet in January, 2014.

W. Jay Hunston, Jr.

The Mt Cty B Aociatiо

Mediator/Arbitrator

W h Y

Since 2001, limiting his
practice to all forms of effective
dispute resolution, including
mediation, arbitration, special
master, and private judging
services.

d Y Famy

Hap Hidays!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

J.D., Stetson Univ. College of Law
Fla. Bar Bd. Cert. Civil Trial Lawyer, Emeritus
Fla. Cert. Circuit Civil, Appellate & Family Mediator
Member, AAA Roster of Neutrals for Commercial and
Construction Arbitration and Mediation
Qualified Fla. Arbitrator
FINRA Approved Mediator
Statewide Per Diem Rate Available Upon Request
Hourly Rates Available (No Charge for Travel Time Within 15th,
19th, and 17th Circuits)
P.O. Box 508, Stuart, FL 34995
(772) 223-5503; (800) 771-7780 - Office
(772) 223-4092; (866) 748-6786 - Fax
Email: wjh@hunstonadr.com
Website/Online Calendar: www.hunstonadr.com
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Florida Bar Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: www.ﬂoridabar.org

City of Stuart Ordinances
All City of Stuart ordinances may be found on the City
website: www.cityofstuart.us.
Click on links on the left side of the page.
Then select #12 for Municode and choose Code of Ordinances.
The Table of Contents can be located in Part II Code of
Ordinances.

Track Legal Legislation
Information on all bills of general interest within the profession can be
found in the Bar’s “2012 Bill Reports” at this link:
http://www.ﬂoridabar.org/DIVEXE/GCBillReport.nsf/
WDOCS?OpenView
For more detailed information on speciﬁc legislation being tracked by the
Bar, visit the Legislation Committee’s webpage on the
Bar website at this link:
http://www.ﬂoridabar.org/cmdocs/bd160.nsf/WDOCS

Martin County Ordinances
All Martin County ordinances may be found on the County website:
www.martin.ﬂ.us.
Click on Departments, County Attorney, County Code & Ordinances.
See ordinance list on right side of web page (ex: Ordinances 800-849).
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Please Join Us for MCBA’s December 20th Luncheon Meeting
When:
Where:
Menu:*

Friday, December 20, 2013, at 11:45 a.m.
New Venue – Kane Center, 900 SE Salerno Road in Stuart
Mixed ﬁeld greens, skirt steak with a demi-glaze, vegetable and starch (chef’s choice)
& tiramisu *(Please indicate specialty meal if needed when you RSVP.)

Program: Professionalism moderated by MCBA President George W. Bush, Jr.
CLE’s:
1 General CLE (applied for)
RSVP:

RSVP: No later than Tuesday, December 17th
(772) 220-8018 or via martincountybarassociation@msn.com
There is no charge for MCBA members. Guests are welcome to attend.
A $25 guest fee may be paid at the luncheon.
RSVP required for members and guests.
To keep costs down, we are only having meals prepared for the number
of MCBA members and guests who RSVP.

We would love to see you but need to know you are coming! Please RSVP.
Treasure Coast Food Bank Food Drive Collections Being Accepted

