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Happy Holidays From The Florida Bar

The December holiday season is a great time of year.  
After all, the kids are out of school, we are looking 
forward to parties, seeing loved ones and most people 
get some quality time away from work.  Also, gift giving 
is a lot of fun.  It is particularly exciting at the Hastings 
home since my four-year old son has realized that he 
will be getting many gifts very soon.

This year, the Florida Bar has a great gift it will be giving, either the 
Daubert or the Frye evidence standard!  Indeed, the Florida Bar has 
been faced with another great debate for us to contemplate over the 
holidays!  Some will fi nd it to be a gift, some will be impartial, and others 
may see it as coal in their stockings, but, rest assured whatever the 
Florida Bar Code and Rules of Evidence Committee decides to send 
to the Supreme Court regarding the Frye vs. Daubert standard will be 
news this month.

If you’re not up to date on it, by adoption of the Daubert standard, 
theoretically, every expert’s testimony in a case could be subjected 
to a separate evidentiary hearing where the judge “acting as the gate 
keeper” would decide if the expert testimony could even be presented 
to the jury.  The Frye standard, which our evidence code has mandated 
for decades, did not implicate this evidentiary hearing burden.  Rather, 
an expert opinion would be allowed to be presented, yet, the weight of 
the opinion could be questioned via cross examination, rather than an 
evidentiary hearing.  As I understand it, the perceived fear of retiring 
the Frye standard in favor of Daubert is that cases can be held up in 
litigation, it could sap judicial resources from an already underfunded 
judiciary, and could delay justice.
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What I fi nd interesting is the back story.  In reading the articles on the subject, it appears that 
civil plaintiff ’s attorneys and prosecuting criminal attorneys were mostly against it.  Civil and 
criminal defense attorneys were largely in favor of it.  The Florida Chamber of Commerce was 
for it and there was a lot of lobbying by insurance companies for it.  I even read that adoption 
of the Daubert standard by the Legislature was part of a tort reform eff ort.  How such a broad 
sweeping evidentiary standard applicable to both parties reforms torts is still a mystery to me.

More interesting is the potential confl ict between the Florida Supreme Court and the Legislature.  
Florida’s Rules of Evidence are vetted through the Florida Bar Code and Rules of Evidence 
Committee and then recommended to the Florida Supreme Court for adoption into the evidence 
code.  Despite this process, the Florida Legislature passed §§ 90.702 and 90.704, Florida 
Statutes, adopting the Daubert standard in 2013 without the Bar’s recommendation or Supreme 
Court’s approval.  In fact, from 2013 until now, The Florida Bar has not made its recommendation 
on Daubert vs. Frye and the Florida Supreme Court has not made its decision on whether it 
will adopt Daubert.  So, to date, the Supreme Court has not adopted the Daubert standard.  
Interestingly enough, the Frye standard is being enforced by some courts despite the fact that 
legislature passed Daubert in §§ 90.702 and 90.704.  Other courts are applying Daubert.

The Florida Bar Board of Governors will be voting on which standard it will adopt and send 
to the Florida Supreme Court on December 4, 2015.  In early November, at the request of 
Florida Bar President Ramon Abadin, the MCBA sent out a poll and a link for you to comment 
on this important debate.  Essentially, the Florida Bar wanted to know how our members felt 
about the issue.  More specifi cally, are we in favor of Daubert or Frye?  I will make sure we 
post our poll results on our website when they are ready.  If you feel strongly either way, my 
hope is that you have made your concerns clear to the Florida Bar.

The fi nal interesting question I have heard regarding this story is:  What happens if the Supreme 
Court adopts Frye when the Florida Legislature has mandated Daubert?  I don’t have the 
answer to this question.  I will leave that up to the Constitutional scholars to discuss, if this 
confl ict actually continues post December 4th.  However, I encourage everyone to stay tuned 
on this issue.  It is worth following.

I wish you and all yours a wonderful holiday season and many blessings in the New Year, 
regardless of whether this Frye vs. Daubert issue is resolved.

Sincerely,

Chad C. Hastings, 2015-2016 MCBA President

Continued From Previous Page . . .

rely,
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On Friday, December 18, 2015, the Executive Board of the Martin County Bar 
Association (MCBA) will welcome Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice, 
Jorge Labarga, as the guest speaker at our monthly CLE luncheon meeting 
held at the Kane Center in Stuart (11:45am). 

We look forward to Justice Labarga’s State of the Court address where he 
will overview pressing current issues facing attorneys in Florida as a whole 
and specifi cally in Martin County as seen from the perspective of the Florida 
Supreme Court bench.  In addition, he will provide attendees with actionable 
items for attorneys to best represent their clients based on lessons learned from recent high 
profi le cases and Supreme Court Opinions with the focus on clients’ rights, immigration issues, 
discrimination, criminal law, family law and business trends.

There is no charge for paid-up MCBA members; guests are welcome and can pay the $25 
guest fee at the door.  RSVP required for both members and guests.* To RSVP, please call 
(772) 220-8018 or e-mail martincountybarassociation@msn.com on or before December 
14, 2015 by Noon. We look forward to a great presentation and hope you will join us!  
 
Thank you to Donaldson Weston for co-sponsoring this CLE luncheon. The fi rm specializes 
in: Personal Injury (Bike Accidents, Boating Accidents, Fatal Car Accidents, Distracted Driving 
Accidents, Motorcycle Accidents,  Truck Accidents, Wrongful Death), Premises Liability  and 
Social Security Disability.  For more information, visit:  www.dwpersonalinjurylaw.com.

*Note: Guests who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying guest fee. 

 MCBA CLE Luncheon Meeting
December 18, 2015

d t tt d ill b ibl f

Please Join Us!

Hon. Jorge Labarga

Happy Holidays
from the

Martin County Bar Association
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Please Join Us For Upcoming Events!

United Way White Dove “Toy Drive” 
Holiday Party & Professional Mixer:

When: December 8, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Crush Wine Bar (100 Dixie Highway in Stuart) 

Attorney, Banker and CPA attendees are asked to bring unwrapped 
toys, nonperishable food items or cash/checks to benefi t local 
children in need for the holidays. There is no other cost to attend. 
Kick-off  the holidays for a great cause and enjoy an evening of 

cocktails, heavy appetizers, door prizes and more with other local professionals! Last year the event 
netted more than $3,400 and 2+ truckloads of toys and food – our goal is collect even more this year! 

The White Dove Holiday Project is a service of United Way of Martin County’s Martin Volunteers 
program and is the offi  cial local coordinating organization for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for 
Tots program. The program helps struggling families during the holidays by providing toys for their 
children and staples for a holiday meal. About 1,200 families are referred each year by social service 
agencies, schools and faith-based groups.  In order to qualify for assistance, families in need must 
be referred in advance so that the logistics of collecting, sorting and distribution can be arranged. 
Once families are identifi ed, they receive food and toys on distribution days with the help of volunteer 
“shoppers” who assist them in “shopping” for free toys for their children. For more information, call 
772-220-4472.

Peace River Canoe Trip on March 5-6, 2016:

S  C

Martin County Bar Association
2016 Canoe Trip
March 5-6, 2016

Cost: $70 per canoe (after October 1st  2015). Maximum attendees: 40
For more information about the Canoe Trip, 

please contact Heather Bridwell at:
Tel (772) 286-9881

E-mail: heatherbridwell@stuart-law.net

Hurry We Are 
Almost Sold Out! Hope to See You There!

Thank you to our early 

sponsor:  Gaston’s Seagate 

Marine Sales!
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On Saturday, October 17, 2015, more than 45 MCBA members and friends joined sponsor Niki Hibbs 
with TD Bank at Hurricane’s Grill & Wings in Palm City to cheer for their team (UF vs. LSU) and to 
collect food for the Treasure Coast Food Bank. More than 100 nonperishable food items and signifi cant 
cash donations were collected to help stock their shelves.   

Treasure Coast Food Bank, along with other food banks in the Feeding America network, hold 
events throughout the country to inspire people to take action to help the 50 million people who 
are food insecure in the United States including those close to home. For more information, visit 
www.treasurecoastfoodbank.org.

S  C  
UF vs. LSU Tailgate Recap:
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UF v. LSU Tailgate Event Racap

We look forward to bringing you a fantastic line-up of events in 2016.  Look for details 
in next month’s SideBar and don’t forget to save the date for the Annual Installation 
Banquet being held on May 21, 2016, at Mariner Sands Country Club. 

Contact us for more information or to get involved at: nikitmarshall@gmail.com 
or jason@jasonbergerlaw.com.

TD Bank, N.A. | Some fees and restrictions may apply. Fees may apply for optional services. Please see your TD Bank BusinessDirect Account Agreement for more details.  Loans subject to credit approval. | Equal Housing Lender. 

We have everything your practice needs.

• Business Checking Choices

• Business Lending Solutions

•  FREE Access to TD Bank
BusinessDirect Online Banking

•  Longer Hours & Weekends
to Fit Your Schedule

•  TD EscrowDirect – 24/7 Online Access to 
Your Escrow Accounts

To learn what TD Bank can do for your 
practice, contact Nicole Hibbs, Treasure Coast 
Business Banker & Relationship Manager at 
1-772-828-9739 or nicole.hibbs@td.com, or 
connect to www.tdbank.com/smallbusiness.

110516.1-LM-C-FL13_Martin_Co_Bar_8x4.75.indd   1 3/20/13   11:36 AM
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The CLE seminars noted below are available free of charge to all MCBA 
members through the Law Library. If you have new seminar suggestions, 
please e-mail me at ebuetens@metrolink.net for consideration. The Law 
Library is open Mon. – Thurs. (9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.); however, beginning 
in January the new hours for the Law Library will be Mon. – Thurs. (Noon 
- 4:30 p.m.).

• Environmental and Land Use Law (including medical marijuana regulation in Fl., 
Planning for pedestrians, bikes and cars,  legislative forecast, renewable energy and 
more) - good through 12/11/2016 - Credits: 5.0 general, 1.0 ethics;  Certifi cation hours:  
4.0 City, County, Local Government

• Hot Topics in Evidence 2015 - good through 10/17/2016.  Credits: 7.5 General, 1.0 
Ethics;  Certifi cation Hours:  5.5 Criminal Appellate, 5.5 Criminal Trial, 5.5 Business 
Litigation,  5.5 Civil Trial, 3.0 Appellate Practice

• Basic Trial Practice - good through 8/27/16.  Credits: 7.0 General

• Real Estate: What All Family Lawyers Need to Know But Most Don’t - good through 
9/6/2016.  Credits: 5.0 General; Certifi cation Hours: 4.0 Family Law

 
• Mediation Seminar (15 discs) - Many credit hours including CLE credit hours were 

donated by Oliveann Lancy

• Survey of Florida Law - good through 11/14/16 – Credits: 12.0 General, 3.5 Ethics;  
Certifi cation Hours (Max 3.5 hours): 3.5 Business Litigation, .5 City County & Local 
Government, 1.5 Civil Trial, 1.0 Construction Law, 1.5 Criminal Appellate, 1.5 Criminal 
Trial, .5 Education, 1.5 Elder Law, 1.0 Marital & Family Law, 3.0 Real Estate, 1.5 State/
Federal Government & Administrative Practice, 1.0 Wills Trusts & Estates

• Litigation Employment Law Claims - good through 5/13/16 – Credits: 8.0 General, 1.0 
Ethics; Certifi cation Hours: 6.0 Labor & Employment

Audio Seminars Coming Soon:

• Criminal Law Update
• Basic Personal Injury
• Wills, Trusts and Estate Certifi cation Course and Advance Practice

L  L  C   
Law Library Update 

Current CLE Seminars Available At The Law Library Include:

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Book Report:
There are many print resources available at the law library including:

• Veterans Benefi ts Manual, 2013 edition which includes: Disability benefi ts for veterans, 
benefi ts for non-veterans, rules aff ecting the amount of benefi ts, the VA claims adjudication 
process, advocacy on behalf of VA claimants, & correction of military records.

Thank You!

Y  L  D

Continued From Previous Page . . .

Let our experience 
drive your portfolio
Your Financial Advisor can help you create a map from where you are 
today to where you want to be in retirement. To help you follow that 
map and change the course as needed, consider professional portfolio 
management and place the daily decision-making responsibilities in 
the hands of professional portfolio managers. Call today to learn more.

Joe Shimko
Financial Advisor
Vice President – Investments
2801 S.W. High Meadow Ave.
Palm City, FL 34990
Direct: 772-221-2199
joseph.shimko@wellsfargo.com
wellsfargoadvisors.com

Joe Gutierrez
Financial Advisor
Vice President – Investments
6735 W. Indiantown Rd.
Jupiter, FL 33458
Direct: 561-203-8005
joe.gutierrez@wellsfargo.com
wellsfargoadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company. © 2010, 2014 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved. 0815-01698 [74037-v4] 
A1670 (1548501_462794)

Investment and Insurance Products:  NOT FDIC Insured  NO Bank Guarantee  MAY Lose Value

Professional money management is not suitable for all investors.

We want to thank everyone for coming out to the November 
12th happy hour!  We have some great events coming in 
2016 so everyone please look out for those.  Wishing you 
all a wonderful holiday season and we’ll see you in 2016!

Please contact us if you would like to be involved 
with the Young Lawyers Division, have any ideas, or 
things you would like us to do. We can be contacted at: 
aspears@kslattorneys.com or kathryn@roegierslaw.com
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Miller’s Minutiae
25 years ago, when I let the New Jersey regulators know I planned to move 
from New Jersey to Florida, the bureaucrats okayed the move as long as I 
pledged lifelong allegiance to Bruce Springsteen and Frank Sinatra. Since 
December 12, 2015, marks the 100th Anniversary of Frances Albert Sinatra’s 
birth in Hoboken, I am putting paid to a portion of that pledge by dedicating 
this month’s column to the Chairman of the Board (while also mentioning 
good local lawyer news as is my wont)…

One classic Sinatra interpretation reminds me of longtime MCBA member and 
Martin County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce attorney Terry Nolan’s good news. The song is 

Moon River by the great music composer Henry Mancini and one-and-only Johnny Mercer as 
lyricist.  Terry’s daughter, 15-year-old Caroline Nolan, tied for fi rst in an international science 
competition for “Young Eco-Heroes.”  Caroline presented her investigation of the ability of 
mushrooms to purify nutrient-rich waters earlier this year in San Francisco. Her project may 
help clean toxic algae blooms in the Indian River Lagoon and the St. Lucie River! (Thus, the 
Moon River reference.) Nice job, Caroline and good work, Terry (and Mom), raising such a 
young leader…

The Very Thought of You may stand the test of time as Sinatra’s most beautiful paean to a 
woman.  Meanwhile, the very thought of you—the members of the MCBA—demands that I 
remind you that we have many good events planned for next year, including a very important 
criminal law CLE immediately after our February MCBA luncheon at the Kane Center (song 
for that event: Bad Bad Leroy Brown – a great Sinatra cover of the Jim Croce classic), our 
annual canoe trip on the Peace River in March “Come Rain or Come Shine”, and of course 
our annual banquet at Mariner Sands in May (That’s Life!).  Frank sings in The Very Thought 
of You that the very thought of [his signifi cant other] makes him “forget to do all the little things, 
[he] ought to do,” and you ought not forget to participate in these and all our other MCBA 
events…

By the way, for a lesser known, yet still beautiful, and unique, interpretation of The Very 
Thought of You, check out Chicago blues legend Albert King’s version…

Frank used to introduce the standard All or Nothing at All by noting that his fi rst professional 
performance with the Harry James Orchestra featured that song. For purposes of this 
column, All or Nothing at All reminds me that mother-daughter legal team —and sometime 
members of the MCBA—Karen and Lori Steger both won their respective age groups in this 
year’s Treasure Coast Halloween Half-Marathon (13.1 miles!).  Wow! I guess when it comes 
to competition, the Stegers want to win it all, or nothing at all. I’ve heard that’s their approach 
in court, too.  Congratulations to two excellent family lawyers from a runner who wishes he 
could run half as fast as y’all do...

A  C  

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Movie review time... From Here to Eternity brought Ol’ Blue Eyes’ career back from the dead, 
thus I give it the nod for this month’s review.  The old movies don’t often stand up to a viewing 
fi fty-plus years later, but call this one an exception to that rule. Frank may have won an Oscar 
for his performance in this eve of World War II drama, but by my lights Burt Lancaster and 
Deborah Kerr carry the movie. The movie may not have the violence, profanity and nudity that 
current movies have, but it has great acting and a good plot. Now that’s a trade that modern 
movies should make every time...

I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize 19th Circuit Judge Cynthia Cox for her eff orts to 
establish the new Mental Health Court in Indian River County.  Last month, the  Mental Health 
Collaborative and the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill  (NAMI) presented Judge Cox 
and the heads of Vero/Indian River local law enforcement agencies with its Iris Awards for 
their eff orts to treat, rather than condemn, those who suff er with mental illness and end up in 
our criminal justice system. What better Sinatra song to recognize Judge Cox than You’re the 
Top from Cole Porter’s classic Broadway show, Anything Goes. Check out the lyrics:

You’re the top!
You’re the Colosseum.

You’re the top!
You’re the Louvre Museum.

You’re a melody from a symphony by Strauss
You’re a Bendel bonnet,
A Shakespeare’s sonnet,

You’re Mickey Mouse.
You’re the Nile,

You’re the Tower of Pisa,
You’re the smile on the Mona Lisa

I’m a worthless check, a total wreck, a fl op,
But if, baby, I’m the bottom you’re the top!

I’m not sure that I’m a fl op (at least, not lately), but you’re defi nitely the top, Judge Cox... 

Finally, I tried to pick one Sinatra quote to end this month’s article with but I decided on three. 
Pick your favorite:

“Alcohol may be man’s worst enemy, but the bible says love your enemy.”

“The best revenge is massive success.”

You gotta love livin’, baby, ‘cause dyin’ is a pain in the ass.”

And with that…until I see you at the next Bar event, don’t forget— it’s a great day to be a lawyer 
in Martin County! For comments or questions, I can be reached at mm@pacifi clegal.org.

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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A  C

One measure of civility on the water is the operator’s control of the boat’s wake 
so as to avoid causing distress to other boaters on the water.  Civility on the water 
is not just obeying signs ordering reduced or “No Wake.”  It also means obeying 
the General Maritime Law and the navigation Rules of the Road, which mandate 
prudent operation to avoid producing wakes which cause property damage or 
personal injury to other boaters, boats, or property along the water.  There is Rule 
2, the Prudential Seaman Rule, whereby “due regard shall be had to all dangers of 
navigation and collision and to any special circumstances, including the limitations 
of the vessels involved.”   There is Rule 9, the Narrow Channel Rule, “A vessel of 
less than 20 meters in length or a sailing vessel shall not impede the passage of 

a vessel that can safely navigate only within a narrow channel or fairway.”  There is the judge-made 
General Maritime Law, applying general negligence principles, which provides that a moving vessel 
owes a duty of reasonable care to control its wake and thereby holds a boater liable for injury to 
persons or property caused by the boater’s wake.

Civility on the water means being aware of and responding prudently to the capabilities and occupants 
of boats being overtaken or of approaching, anchored, or moored boats.  A large or small power 
boat can generate a damaging wake for the dinghy with dog and owner aboard or kayaker out for a 
pleasant Sunday excursion, as well as for a large trawler or sailboat with only low speed capability 
and limited maneuverability.  It’s the law!

Email me at barbcook@barbcooklaw.com for questions about this article or this area of law.

WAKE CIVILITY ON THE WATER: IT’S THE LAW

Labor Wage & Hour Update

The Employment Law Committee will meet again on December 8, 2015, starting 
at 12 noon, at my offi  ce located at 815 SE Osceola Street, Stuart, FL.

We will have guest speaker, Sandra Rodgers, who is a Wage and Hour 
Investigator for the U.S. Department of Labor Wage and Hour Division.  She 
will be speaking to us about several topics, including public agency compliance, 
the use of comp time in lieu of overtime, when overtime pay is required, when 
it is exempt, the use of volunteers by a public agency, and record keeping 
requirements.   Lunch will be provided, but please be sure to RSVP no later 
than December 4, 2015 to sbiehl@sheilabiehl.com. as I must provide a list 

of attendees to the department before the scheduled meeting.    I look forward to seeing you!
 

E  & L  L  C
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This is a busy time of year for most with holiday celebrations, 
charitable events, and the tasks of closing down one year and 
beginning soon with a new, so I will be brief.  

The Paralegal Committee’s next CLE meeting is on January 5, 
2016, at 5:15 p.m., at the Clarion Hotel in Stuart.  The Honorable 
Judge Laurie Buchanan is presenting family law topics and 
updates.  Look for reminders and details in next month’s article 
or email me with any questions to: 

mcbaparalegalcommittee@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you for your support of our committee and have a blessed Holiday Season. 

P  C
Greetings to Everyone and Happy Holidays!

Hon. Laurie Buchanan

PERFECTLY LEGAL 
OFFICE SOLUTIONS, LLC

Over 25 years of  Legal Assisting 
experience on the Treasure Coast
Notary Public, State of  Florida

Shaun Kelly, 
Legal Assistant
Providing Services to the 

Legal Community

772-349-5519
Shaun@PerfectlyLegalOS.com

www.Perfectlylegalos.com

Find me on Facebook!

• On-site or Pick-up/Drop Off
• Overflow Work
• Special Projects
• Vacations/Leaves

Martin County Bar Association

Become a Sponsor
Call Michelle at 772-288-6245.

MIWA, INC.
Due Dilligence and Collections Agency

Dawn Davis
Managing Partner

1230 Raymond Suite 600
Jackson, Mississippi 39204

Phone (954) 709-7343
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About Literacy - Did You Know?
• Did you know that 50% of the families who live under the poverty level in Florida cannot 

read above an 8th grade level?  

• Do you know that reading to a child for 20 minutes each day, or encouraging a child to read 
for 20 minutes each day, is one of the most recommended ways to ensure that a child is a 
profi cient reader by 3rd grade?  

• Did you know that reading skill is directly correlated to lifelong success? 

If you love to read and want to help pay it forward this holiday season you can! The Girl Scout 
Gold Award Project “Libraries for Lovin’ Literacy” program Team Captain, Kate Weiksnar, 
says the plan is to increase access to books for children by creating small libraries located in 
places like a pediatrician’s offi  ce or other kid friendly locations. 

Children can take a book then return or exchange it at any of the Little Libraries around town. 
The idea is that the libraries will remain full because children (and their parents) will “trade 
out” a book they have fi nished for fresh ones.  Libraries of this type have been springing up 
across the country, but they are usually not directed at children’s literature.  
This project seeks to change that.

The estimated project costs (not including man hours or donated/new books) 
is only $800-$1000 and will use recycled materials.  For more information 
on how you help support this project call Michelle at 772-288-6245.

Welcome Judge Vaughn
Please join us on December 9th when we welcome Judge Dan Vaughn to the 
Family Law arena!  

Judge Vaughn will be taking over the Family Bench in Okeechobee, and has 
agreed to speak with us regarding his policies, procedures and expectations of 
the Family Bar once he starts seeing us in not-so-social situations.  Paralegals 
and Legal Assistants are welcome.  

Lunch will be served, RSVP required to Susan@crarybuchanan.com.  Meeting is at the 
offi  ce of Crary Buchanan located at 759 SW Federal Highway, Suite 106, Stuart, FL 34994.  

CLE credit has been requested from the Florida Bar (so please make sure you sign in when 
you get here).

F  L  C  
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Martin County Chapter of the Florida
Association for Women Lawyers (FAWL)

Please make sure to join or renew your membership at 
www. FAWL.org!

Watch your email for notice of upcoming 2016 FAWL 
events coming soon! 

Martin County Chapter
 Florida Association for Women Lawyers (FAWL)

  

J  T

ABOUT JUSTICE TEACHING...

For information about 
Justice Teaching, please contact 
Judge Roby at: 772-288-5560, 

robyw@circuit19.org  or visit the website at: 
http://www.justiceteaching.org.

We look forward to working/teaching with you!

Any article appearing herein may be reproduced provided credit is given both to The SideBar and the author of the 
article. Views and conclusions expressed in articles and ads herein are those of the authors or advertisers and not 
necessarily those of the officers, directors, or staff of the Martin County Bar Association. Further, the Martin County 

Bar Association and staff do not endorse any product or service advertised. All advertising is subject 
to approval. We regret any errors or omissions and such, if applicable, will be noted in future issues. 

Many of the professional headshot photos and candid photos appearing in this issue have been
provided courtesy of: Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
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Jones v. Golden, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5727788 (Fla. 2015).
The claim of a known (or reasonably known) creditor – which creditor is not served 
with a notice to creditors - is not barred notwithstanding creditor fi led its claim more 
than three months after publication of the opening of the estate. However, the claim 
must be fi led within two years after publication under all circumstances otherwise it 
is barred.

YHT & Associates, Inc. v. Nationstar Mortg. LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5710054 
(Fla. 2d DCA 2015).
A non-party in the trial court proceedings cannot appeal a judgment, even if the non-

party is the property owner which purchased the property after the lis pendens was fi led.

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. v. Palm Beach Mall, LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5712341 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2015).
Applying New York law, the Fourth District holds that a guarantee operative only when the mortgagor 
engages in “gross negligence or willful misconduct” requires a “deliberate act beyond a party merely 
acting out of its economic self-interest,” and that an intentional non-payment of the mortgage or the “de-
leasing” (e.g., seeking short-term “Mom and Pop” stores instead of long-term credit-worthy tenants) 
is not suffi  cient to call into operation the guarantee. Moreover, New York law defi nes “insolvency” as 
inability to make payments when due and not “equity-insolvency” of the property.

Access Ins. Planners, Inc. v. Gee, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5712568 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015).
An agreement to pay commissions at diff erent times in the future is a divisible contract subject to a 
separate breach with a separate statute of limitations for each payment.

Teitelbaum v. South Florida Water Management Dist., --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 3875464 (Fla. 3d 
DCA 2015).
“Condemnation blight” is not a taking and is relevant to the valuation of property that has already 
been taken but not to de facto takings claims; any diminution in value due to condemnation blight is 
awarded at the time of the actual taking.

Davidian v. JP Morgan Chase Bank, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5827124 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015).
Returns of service are hearsay, but admissible under Florida Statute section 90.803 (8) - the public 
records exception to the hearsay rule. Moreover, a served party must be read the contents of the 
service only when it is substitute (and not personal) service.

Wright v. Guy Yudin & Foster, LLP, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5827944 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015).
An agreement with a law fi rm to pay attorney’s fees that are already due is not a contingency fee 
agreement, even if payment is conditioned upon a triggering event.

Phoenix Asset Management LLC v. GCCFC 2005-GG5 Route 33 Indus., LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 
WL 5829782 (Fla. 3d DCA 2015).
A broker licensed in a state other than Florida (but not licensed in Florida) may nonetheless enforce 
a Florida commission agreement if the non-Florida broker “co-brokes” with a licensed Florida broker.

CQB, 2010, LLC v. Bank of New York Mellon, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5797617 (Fla. 1st DCA 2015).
An entire claim or defense must be “eviscerated” before an order denying discovery can be reviewed 

R  E   C  L  U

Continued On Next Page . . .

Real Property and Business Litigation Report
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by certiorari. Standing to foreclose is determined by the plaintiff  possessing the note at time of fi ling suit, 
so discovery of the chain of ownership of the promissory note prior to plaintiff  fi ling suit is not necessary, 
and certiorari will not lie to review an order denying discovery under these circumstances.

Atlantica One, LLC v. Adragna, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 6023402 (Fla. 5th DCA 2015).
A trial court does not abuse its discretion by approving a special jury instruction for breach of contract 
based on Johnson v. Davis (instead of the standard contract jury instruction for breach of contract) when 
suit is based on misrepresentations arising out of a real estate sales contract containing a Johnson v. 
Davis disclosure requirement,

Florida Bankers Ass’n v. Florida Development Finance Corp., --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5996764 (Fla. 
2015).
A litigant which is not one of the original parties in the dispute may not appear in the appeal of the 
dispute unless it successfully intervened in the trial court.

General Commercial Properties, Inc. v. State Dept. of Transp., --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 5948530 (Fla. 
4th DCA 2015).
A government authority with condemnation powers has the ability to purchase real property outside of 
the condemnation process, and if any off ers it makes outside of the process are not considered written 
“fi rst off ers” for determining attorneys’ fees pursuant to Florida Statute section 73.015(1).

Kearney Partners Fund, LLC ex rel. Lincoln Partners Fund, LLC v. U.S., --- F.3d ----, 2015 WL 
5944308 (11th Cir. 2015).
The Internal Revenue Service’s “Economic Substance” test holds that transactions that lack economic 
eff ect or substance (other than generating tax losses) or that have no business purpose will not be 
recognized. While both must be satisfi ed, the fi rst prong—economic eff ects—is objective and the 
second prong—business purpose—is subjective. 

Segalis v. Roof Depot USA, LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 6160673 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015).
A notice of appearance by counsel does not waive the party’s objections to personal jurisdiction; the 
party must seek affi  rmative relief in order to consent to jurisdiction.

HFC Collection Center, Inc. v. Alexander, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 6554404 (Fla. 5th DCA 2015).
A defendant who prevails on her defense that the contract sued upon was never properly assigned to 
plaintiff  establishes that there is no contract between her and plaintiff , and as a result, is not entitled to 
an award of contractual prevailing party attorneys’ fees.

Ensler v. Aurora Loan Services, LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 6496304 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015).
General testimony of a prior business’s record-keeping practices, without describing details, is not 
suffi  cient to lay the predicate for the Business Records Exception to the Hearsay Rule. However, the 
proponent of the evidence may testify as to the prior business records if the proponent has suffi  cient 
procedures in place to check the accuracy of the prior business’s records.

100 Lincoln Rd SB, LLC v. Daxan 26 (FL), LLC, --- So.3d ----, 2015 WL 6499331 (Fla. 3d DCA 2015).
Review of orders regarding lis pendens is by certiorari, and a recorded declaration of condominium is a 
“duly recorded instrument” under Florida Statute section 48.23.

======================================

Send an email to mfarach@mcglinchey.com with “Request Update” in the subject line if you wish to 
receive the expanded, weekly version of this Report.

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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MCBA Social Media Update

The Social Media Committee is looking to expand the Martin County Bar 
Association’s online presence through our social media and social networking 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and Google Plus. 

Section and Committee Chairs: Please e-mail me your pictures from your 
monthly and/or bi-monthly meetings as well as a brief description of what was 
discussed. Said information will then be posted on our various social media 
and social networking outlets. 

Martin County Bar Association Members: please submit pictures and a brief description 
regarding your community involvement that is relevant to the MCBA. Said submissions will be 
reviewed for compliance with the rules and, if appropriate, posted to social media. For more 
information regarding posts on our social media outlets, please review our Social Media and 
Social Networking Policy provided on the Martin County Bar Association website.

Finally, if you have not already done so, please remember to like the Martin County Bar 
Association on Facebook, follow @MartinCountyBar on Twitter, and join the Martin County 
Bar on Twitter, and join the Martin County Bar Association circle on Google Plus!

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at kristen@zwebenlawgroup.com.

S  M  C      

Integrity.  Dedication.  Solutions.

Elder Law
Special Needs Trusts
Medicaid Planning
and Applications

Long Term Care Planning
Estate Planning
Wills & Trusts

Probate
Guardianship

Veterans’ Benefits

Your Local Elder and Special Needs Law Team

2400 S.E. Federal Highway,  4th Floor • Stuart, FL 34994
(772) 286-1700 • Fax (772) 283-1803

www.McCarthySummers.com

Nicola J. Melby
Certified Elder Law Attorney

by the National Elder Law Foundation
and the Florida Bar

njm@mccarthysummers.com

Donna R. McMillan
Master of Social Work

Attorney
drm@mccarthysummers.com

Visit us at

www.martincountybar.org

• Events
• Member Information
• Resources
• Meeting Details
• Committee Information
• Important Links 
• And More . . .
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Affinity Membership Program
Support your organizations’ fundraising efforts by joining today. We’ll 
make an annual contribution based upon the activity of participating 
members TD Bank accounts once program requirements have been met.

For more information, visit your local TD Bank 
or call 1-888-751-9000.

Susan B. Jacobson, L.M.H.C.

Serving Martin, Palm Beach and Broward Counties
www.f-fc.com

561-558-1342

Qualified Expert Witness 
in Family and Criminal 
Courts

Social Investigator

Qualified Parenting
Coordinator 

FL Supreme Court 
Certified Family Mediator

Fellow in Psychotherapy

Collaborative Law Mental 
Health Professional

► 

►

►

►

►

►

LeRoy Collins Institute Launches Eff ort to Educate & Engage
Floridians in Upcoming Constitution Revision Commission

 
The LeRoy Collins Institute (LCI) has launched eff orts to educate and engage Floridians about the 2017-
2018 Constitution Revision Commission which consists of a group of 37 people who are appointed to 
review and recommend changes to the Florida Constitution for voter consideration. This important event 
happens once every 20 years. LCI has convened 18 groups across the state to form the Partnership 
for Revising Florida’s Constitution, which will lead a public education campaign on the signifi cance of 
the upcoming Constitution Revision Commission and encourage citizens to get involved.
   
The LeRoy Collins Institute, in collaboration with The Florida Bar and the Florida Law Related Education 
Association, is also releasing the Citizens’ Guide to the Constitution Revision Commission. The Citizens’ 
Guide breaks down the essential elements of the Constitution Revision 
Commission in an easy-to-understand format. It will be distributed 
widely across the state and is also available at www.revisefl .com. 
The MCBA will have copies available at its monthly luncheon while 
supplies last.

“The Constitution Revision Commission only happens once every 
20 years and it is too important for citizens to miss out on,” said Dr. 
Carol Weissert, Director of the LeRoy Collins Institute. “We want the 
people of Florida to understand how crucial their participation is and 
encourage them to get involved at every step of the process.”
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Please join us at our next Trial Lawyers Committee meeting at the Gunster 
Law Firm, 800 SE Monterey Commons Boulevard, Suite 200 in Stuart on 
January 14, 2016 (Noon).  

Our guest speaker will be Daniel Barshinger with Kimley-Horn.  Mr. 
Barshinger will be putting on a presentation discussing “Applications of 
Infotainment Data.”  He will discuss the issues and concerns raised when 
downloading the data available in an automobile and on an individual’s 

device.    

Lunch will be provided by Too Jay’s. If attending, please RSVP as soon as possible, but no 
later than January 11th, to Erin Wall at kibbey@kibbeylaw.com.

Also, I encourage all the trial lawyers who practice in the area of personal injury to check out 
a recently decided case by the Florida Supreme Court concerning how Medicare benefi ts 
are to be discussed in trial and the handling of set-off s regarding same post-trial.  The case 
is: Joerg v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co., 2015 WL 5995754. 

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday!

T  L  C
Hope You Will Join Us In January!

Law Offi  ce Of 
Stephen M. Lewen

Social Security Disability
Worker’s Compensation 

Representing the injured and disabled 
for over 36 years.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!

10 SE Central Parkway, Suite 315 
Stuart, FL 34994

Telephone: 772-288-1300 | Fax: 772-288-2135

W. Jay Hunston, Jr.
Mediator/Arbitrator/Special Master

Since 2001, limiting his practice to all forms 
of eff ective dispute resolution, including, 
mediation, arbitration, special master, and 
private judging services.

• J.D. Stetson Univ. College of Law
• Fla. Bar Bd. Cert. Civil Trial Lawyer, 1983 - 2003
• Fla. Cert. Circuit Civil, Appellate & Family Mediator
• Member, AAA Roster of Neutrals for Commercial and 

Construction Arbitration & Mediation
• Qualifi ed Fla. Arbitrator
• FINRA Approved Mediator
• Statewide Per Diem Rate Available Upon Request
• Hourly Rates Available (No Charge for Travel Time Within 15th, 

19th & 17th Circuits)

P.O. Box 508, Stuart, FL 34995
(772) 223-5503; (800) 771-7780 - Offi  ce
(772) 223-4092; (866) 748-6786 - Fax

Email; wjh@hunstonadr.com
Website Online Calendar: www.hunstonadr.com
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News From Your Friendly Neighborhood BarYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
Tony Bennett Law, P.A. is pleased to announce the opening of the fi rm located in 
Jupiter, FL.  Tony Bennett specializes in Personal Injury, Criminal Defense, and 
Trial Consulting and looks forward to serving clients in Martin County, Palm Beach 
County, and all throughout Florida.

Cohen Milstein Partner, Leslie M. Kroeger, is the recipient of the 2015 Champion 
of Consumer Safety Award, presented by the Florida Justice Association.  The 
award is given “In recognition of strong leadership, determined advocacy and 
steadfast commitment to the Protection of Children and Consumers on Florida’s 
Roadways.”   Over the past three years, Kroeger led a campaign to raise the 
state’s standard for child passenger safety, resulting in the passage of SB 518, a 
state law that requires children ages fi ve and under to be secured in crash-tested, 
federally approved child restraint devices.   

Gunster, one of Florida’s oldest and largest full-service business law fi rms, is 
pleased to announce that 63 of its attorneys have been selected for the Best 
Lawyers in America list for 2016. In addition, nine Gunster attorneys in eight 
diff erent practice areas and three diff erent geographic regions have been named 
Lawyers of the Year by Best Lawyers. This sublist is exclusive: only one lawyer 
in a particular practice area and geographic region is selected each year and 
it includes MCBA member,  Stephen C. Page for intellectual property litigation 
(WPB).

Please send us your news of new hires, promotions, awards, engagements, marriages,
child births, new addresses and the like for future issues of the SideBar.

Professional head shot photos are taken at each
luncheon courtesy of

Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
at no charge to members for use on our website and legal directory.
Call 1-863-697-2245 for more Information on purchasing these 

photos for your marketing needs.

***Reminder***
Member Benefit
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The Probate, Trust & Guardianship Committee will not meet in December; join 
us for the next meeting which will be held from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. on January 
14, 2016 at the Zweben Law Group (532 Colorado Ave., Stuart, FL 34994).  
Lunch will be provided as usual. If you plan on attending, please RSVP to 
robert@zwebenlawgroup.com by January 7th at the latest.
 
2016 meetings will be the second Thursday of every other month so please 
mark your calendars for January 14, March 10, and May 12.

Hope you and your families enjoy the holidays and we look forward to seeing you next year!

P , T  & G  C
Meetings Will Resume in January

Please Join Us!

The Lady Lawyers Lunch Bunch will be holding a Holiday Cookie Exchange 
on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at Cabo Flats on US1 in Stuart.  
Anyone is welcome to attend. To RSVP or for more information please contact 
Donna DeMarchi: ded@crarybuchanan.com or 772-287-2600.

Join us for the Lady Lawyer Lunches, typically on the last Friday of every 
month at 11:30 a.m. at Sailor’s Return in Stuart. For your planning, here are 
the dates for 2016:  January 29, February 26, March 25, April 29, May 29, 
June 24, July 29. 

L  L

THE FLORIDA BAR BOARD OF GOVERNORS SEEKS APPLICANTS 
FOR APPOINTMENT TO BE FILLED IN JANUARY

The Florida Bar Foundation Board of Directors: Two lawyers to serve three-year terms, 
commencing July 1, 2016, on this 33-member Board of Directors which administers Florida’s 
IOTA program. Directors shall be members of the Foundation during their term(s) as directors.

Persons interested in applying for this vacancy may download the application and/or review 
the “Expectations for Service of Board Members” from the Bar's website, www.fl oridabar.org,
or may call Bar headquarters at (850) 561-5757, to obtain these documents. 

Completed applications must be submitted to the Executive Director, The Florida Bar, 
651 East Jeff erson Street, Tallahassee, 32399-2300 no later than 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
December 11, 2015. Resumes will not be accepted in lieu of an application.



T  S  B  - D  2015

  25

Medical  
Malpractice

Maritime
 Auto 
Accidents

Product 
          Liability

  Premises 
     Liability

Legal 
Malpractice

Commercial
    Truck Accidents

Slip  
& Fall

Nursing 
    Home 
     AbuseWrongful 

Death

lpraactice Slip 
& Fa

singNurs

lal 
l ti

l

all

AutAAAAAAuuut

& Fa

MaMMMMMa iiitttiiiMarittiiimmmm

MMMe
Malp

nt

all

nttt

M
M

me
 Auto 
Accidents

iedddddiiii
praccttiiccccce

ical 
i e

MMalpMMalpM
LLLega
M l
L
M

  Liability
WW
DDDD
WWrronnnn

N
  ngfulWWrronnnn

DDDDeeeeaaatttthhh   ngful 
hhh

W
D

me
ssing 

mmmmmee
Nurs
  Home 

se   Abus

iillit
mmises

bbbbbiiiiilllity

N

  Prem
     Liabilit

1-800-4-RIGHTS (1-800-474-4487)  •  www.ForYourRights.com

515 North Flagler Drive • West Palm Beach, FL 33401

by who to call for your

cases in FLORIDA?

Lytal, Reiter, Smith, Ivey & Fronrath  
puts the PIECES together for you. 

Over $60 Million in  
Referral Fees Paid 
in the Past 12 Years.
We take on the big cases that are time  
and cost prohibitive for some other firms.

Register to become one of our Select Referral Attorneys
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Part 1*

Over the time spectrum of mediating monetary claims, impasse 
causing problems can be categorized as Front End, Middle, and 
Late. The focus of this article is to discuss some of the symptoms 
and prescriptions to deal with signs of impending impasse in each 
category.

Front End Impasse

1. An argument over which side makes the fi rst off er. ( Who goes fi rst)

While there is no right or wrong way to get the bargaining process started, the traditional approach is 
to have the claimant make the fi rst off er. (Claimant goes fi rst)

However the real question is: “Why go fi rst?”

Studies have demonstrated that the party that made the fi rst off er shifted less from the initial off er than 
the party that responded to it. This is known as the “fi rst off er advantage”. The explanation for it has 
to do with the concept of “anchoring”. The fi rst off er sets the anchor and establishes the negotiating 
neighborhood. No other number has the psychological power of the fi rst off er. No other psychological 
principle has the same punch as the anchoring eff ect. (See End Note)

The impasse avoidance prescription of the mediator is to intelligently discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of the foregoing so that the disputants can make an informed calculated decision over 
how to proceed or get locked up on the issue of “who goes fi rst”.

2. Either or both parties make an unprincipled “out of the ball park” off er that exceeds 
or ignores their own “best day in court” case valuations and the receiving party declares 
a) that the mediation is a waste of time; b) that the opposite party is not negotiating in 
good faith; c) that the receiving party refuses to respond unless the off ering party gives 
them a new number – thus attempting to have the other side bid against themselves.

The impasse avoidance prescription of the mediator is to point out that it may be much more productive 
for each party to start the negotiation by making a “principled” off er, e.g. the defendant in a personal 
injury action may make an off er that is based on a line-by-line analysis of the plaintiff ’s schedule of 
damages with a stated amount allowed for each category of damage claimed by the plaintiff . 

In addition, no mediator should ever be asked (much less ask) any of the parties to bid against 
themselves. Parties simply do not negotiate in this manner. The unwary mediator who ventures into 
this trap will instantly lose credibility and impasse will surely follow.

End Note: See “First Off er” Barry Goldman, Michigan Bar Journal June 2015 and authorities cited 
therein. See also Psychological Principles in Negotiating Civil Settlement; Birke & Fox, Harvard 
Negotiation Law Review Spring 1999, Vol 4:1

For more information or questions about this area of the law, contact Marty (mgholleran@bellsouth.net)
or Ed (ed@treasurecoastmediation.com).

*See future issues of The SideBar for information for accessing subsequent parts of this article.

A  D  R  C  
Essential Attributes of an Eff ective Mediator

Impasse Avoidance Abilities in Monetary Claims



 

CenterState  Bank’s  
L.A.W. Ser vice  For  Your  Pract ice  

CenterState Bank focuses on professionals and business owners.  We have designed L.A.W Service (Lawyer’s Automated 
Wire System) to help you meet your practices growing financial needs.  Call us and find out how many ways we can help a 
professional practice like yours! 

Here is what L.A.W. can do for you!  
• Automated confirmation for any wire transfers 

• E-mail sent to office manager for wire transfer 

• Provides date, beneficiary information and a tracking number 

• Template format to allow for repetitive recipients 

• Uses ABA confirmation tables to reduce errors 

• Interfaces with our on-line wire transfer system 

• Acceptance of fax requests for outgoing wires 

• Call back to verify authenticity 

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL BANKING • INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES • CASH MANAGEMENT • RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGES 

Randy Pennington 
772-426-8133   

www.centerstatebank.com 

2400 SE Monterey Road 
Stuart, Florida 
772-426-8100 

909 SE Fifth Avenue 
Delray Beach, Florida 

561-665-4200 

250 S. Central Blvd 
Jupiter, Florida 
561-354-4200 

David Peters 
561-354-4200 

George Haley 
772-426-8155 
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Personal Injury
Trial Attorney

J  S
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S , A , S  & M G

561-694-6079
jsobel@schwedlawfi rm.com

Offi  ces in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart

T  C  

Please join us for the Fifth Annual MCBA Tennis tournament!  This year’s 
tournament is scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2016 at the Mariner Sands 
Country Club.  

Spouses and kids are welcome to play -- so please bring the family.  Those who are not playing can 
relax at the pool and watch the tennis action!  We have room for 20 players, so sign up early!  Entry 
is free of charge, including a delicious lunch by Chef John.

A light breakfast will be served at 9:30 a.m.  At 10:00 a.m. we will start a “maximum mix” doubles round 
robin with at least 6 rounds of four games each.  Thus, players of all abilities will get a chance to play 
with (and against) each other.  The four lawyers with the most wins will play in the fi nals for a chance 
to bring home our big traveling trophy!  Chef John will serve us lunch at 12:30 p.m.

We hope you can join us!  Please send your RSVP by email to todd@thurlowpa.com.

Save the Date and Sharpen Your Rackets!

Fifth Annual MCBA Tennis Tournament
Saturday, April 30, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at Mariner Sands Country Club
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SPIRAL TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Managed IT Solutions
Looking for IT Support, IT Consulting or Managed IT Services?

We offer a wide variety of support for all your technology needs.
Some of our services include:

Server\Operating Systems
Desktop Workstations
Help Desk
Network Infrastructure
Data Storage
Backup \ Cloud Backup services

Security Solutions
Anti Virus & Malware Protection
Wireless Solutions
Email Support 
Web Hosting
IT Procurement

Call Today with any questions (772) 285-9934

On February 19, 2016, immediately following our monthly luncheon at the Kane 
Center, the Criminal Law Committee will host a Florida Bar approved CLE seminar 
regarding the mandatory training required by Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 
3.113.  

Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.113 states that before participating as counsel of record on any 
adult felony case or post-conviction proceeding, lawyers are required to complete a 
Florida Bar approved course covering the legal and ethical obligations of discovery 
in a criminal case, including the requirements of Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.220 and the 
principles announced in Brady v. Maryland and Giglio v. United States. 

Compliance with the mandatory training required by Rule 3.113 must be completed by May 16, 2016.
This CLE course has been approved for 1 hour of General Credit and 1 hour of Ethics Credit and 
complies with the requirements of Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.113. It is free to all Martin County Bar Association 
members, Judges, Public Defenders and State Attorneys.  All others: $10.00.  There will be no tickets 
sold at the door so please send your check payable to Martin County Bar Association and mail to:  
MCBA PO Box 2197  Stuart, FL 34995

Please R.S.V.P. by e-mail to: katie@richterlawpa.com or by phone to: (772) 261-8588.

 C  L  C
SAVE THE DATE!
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L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	 L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	   

Track Legal Legislation
Information on all bills of general interest within the profession can be found in the Bar’s “Bill 

Reports” at this link: 
http://www.fl oridabar.org/DIVEXE/GCBillReport.nsf/WDOCS?OpenView

For more detailed information on specifi c legislation being tracked by the Bar, visit the Legislation 
Committee’s webpage on the 

Bar website at this link: 
http://www.fl oridabar.org/cmdocs/bd160.nsf/WDOCS

Florida Bar Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: www.fl oridabar.org

19th Circuit Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html

All Martin County ordinances may be found on 
the County website: 
www.martin.fl .us. 

Click on Departments, County Attorney, County 
Code & Ordinances. 

See ordinance list on right side of web page
(ex: Ordinances 800-849).

Martin County Ordinances City of Stuart Ordinances

All City of Stuart ordinances may be 
found on the City 

website: www.cityofstuart.us. 

Click on links on the left side of the page. 

Then select  #12 for Municode and choose 
Code of Ordinances.  

The Table of Contents can be located in Part II Code 
of Ordinances.

Visit
 www.martincountybar.org  

for resources, links, events and member 
contact & practice area specialties.

19th Judicial Circuit Court of Florida 

Court administration, judicial  assignments, 
programs, job opportunities and other 

resources: 
www.circuit19.org
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M  C  B  A
PO B  2197
S , FL 34995-2197

Please Join Us for MCBA’s December 18th CLE Luncheon Meeting

When:

Where:

Menu:*

Speaker:

CLE:

RSVP: 

 
There is no charge for MCBA members. Guests are welcome; a $25 guest fee may be paid at the 

luncheon. Guests who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying the guest fee.

Reminder: Members may pick up the 2015 Legal Directory at all MCBA lunches.

Friday, December 18, 2015 (11:45 a.m.)

Kane Center, 900 SE Salerno Road, Stuart

Baby Mixed Green Salad (baby greens, tomatoes, cucumber, carrots) with balsamic basil 
vinaigrette or ranch dressing; Asian Chicken Stir Fry (roasted garlic Chicken sautéed in 
an Asian Sauce) atop stir fried vegetables and rice; Chocolate Brownies.*(Please indicate 
vegetarian/specialty meal if needed when you RSVP.)

Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Jorge Labarga

1 General CLE 

RSVP:  No later than Monday, December 14th  - By 5:00 p.m.
(772) 220-8018 or via martincountybarassociation@msn.com

RSVP required for members and guests.
We would love to see you but need to know you are coming! Please RSVP.


