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MARTIN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION TO HOST U.S. SOLICITOR GENERAL

The Officers of the Martin County Bar Association are pleased to announce that the
Association will be hosting a special cocktail party and dinner on Thursday, March 30, 2006, featur-
ing an address by Paul D. Clement, the Solicitor General of the United States.  The Dinner will be at
the Hutchinson Island Marriott, with a cocktail hour followed by a special dinner and the Solicitor
General’s remarks.  Please remember this date as we will need you to RSVP!

Solicitor General Clement is the 43rd Solicitor
General of the United States.  He was nominated by
President George W. Bush on March 14, 2005, confirmed
by the United States Senate on June 8, 2005, and took
the oath of office on June 13, 2005.  He is a native of
Cedarburg, Wisconsin and continues to be a fervent fan
of the Green Bay Packers.  He received his bachelor’s
degree summa cum laude from the Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service (MCBA Secretary
Alan Forst’s alma mater), and a master’s degree in eco-
nomics from Cambridge University.  He graduated magna
cum laude from Harvard Law School where he was the
Supreme Court editor of the Harvard Law Review.
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Hello everyone!!
As you are reading this, Chief Justice Barbara J. Pariente

has spoken at our January, 2006 luncheon and Judge Kathy
Roberts has had her Investiture as a Martin County Judge.  It has
been an event-filled year for the Martin County Bar Association so
far, and as we turn into 2006, there is much more to look forward
to as well.

However, I wanted to share something I came across on the
American Inns of Court Foundation website, which is the Standards of Professional Conduct
found in the Iowa Rules of Court.  I have devoted a significant portion of my columns to
issues of civility and professionalism, and I thought that the Iowa Standards for Professional
Conduct, while simple and straightforward, create the kind of conduct standard for attorneys
that not only should we aspire to meet, but should demand from ourselves and our col-
leagues.  I therefore share those Standards for Professional Conduct, as they appear in the
Iowa Rules of Court, with you. 

Rule 33.1. Preamble
(1) A lawyer’s conduct should be characterized at all times by personal courtesy 
and professional integrity in the fullest sense of those terms.  In fulfilling our duty to
represent a client vigorously as lawyers, we will be mindful of our obligations to the
administration of justice, which is a truth-seeking process designed to resolve human
and societal problems in a rational, peaceful and efficient manner.
(2) A judge’s conduct should be characterized at all times by courtesy and 
patience toward all participants.  As judges we owe to all participants in a legal pro-
ceeding respect, diligence, punctuality and protection against unjust and improper crit-
icism or attack. 
(3) Conduct that may be characterized as uncivil, abrasive, abusive, hostile or
obstructive impedes the fundamental goal of resolving disputes rationally, peacefully
and efficiently.  Such conduct tends to delay and often to deny justice.
(4) The following standards are designed to encourage us, judges and lawyers, to meet
our obligations to each other, to litigants, and to the system of justice, and thereby
achieve the twin goals of civility and professionalism, both of which are hallmarks of
a learned profession dedicated to public service.
(5) We expect judges and lawyers will make a mutual and firm commitment to these
standards.  Voluntary adherence is expected as part of a commitment by all partici-
pants to improve the administration of justice throughout the state.
(6) Lawyers are alerted to the fact that, while the standards refer generally to matters
which are in court, the same standards also apply to professional conduct in all phases
of the practice of law.

Continued on Page 3
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Message from the MCBA President continued from Page 2

Rule 33.2. Lawyers’ Duties to Other Counsel

(1) We will practice our profession with a continuing awareness that our role is to 
advance the legitimate interests of our clients.  In our dealings with others we will not 
reflect the ill feelings of our clients.  We will treat all other counsel, parties and witness
es in a civil and courteous manner, not only in court, but also in all other written and 
oral communications.

Rule 33.3.  Lawyers’ Duties to the Court

(1) We will speak and write civilly and respectfully in all communication with the court.

Rule 33.4.  Courts’ Duties to Lawyers

(1)We will be courteous, respectful and civil to lawyers, parties, and witnesses.  We will 
maintain control of the proceedings, recognizing that judges have both the obligation and
authority to ensure that all litigation proceedings are conducted in a civil manner.

Perhaps a good project for the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit would be to adopt a set of
rules such as these, so that those attorneys who do not comport themselves in compliance with
this type of code of conduct can have a standard which they must meet when practicing in our
Circuit, which would also be the standard by which we would practice in the Circuit to meas-
ure ourselves.  While much is written about civility and professionalism, these rules put in
writing what many of us visualize and aspire to, but also to which too many of us simply do
not.
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MARTIN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION TO HOST U.S. SOLICITOR GENERAL

continued from page 1

Following graduation, Mr. Clement clerked for Judge Laurence H. Silberman of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, and for Associate Justice Antonin Scalia of the U.S. Supreme Court.
After his clerkships, he worked as an associate in the Washington, D.C., office of Kirkland & Ellis.
Mr. Clement went on to serve as Chief Counsel of the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on the
Constitution, Federalism and Property Rights.  Afterwards, he was a partner in the Washington,
D.C., office of King & Spalding, where he headed the firm’s appellate practice.  Mr. Clement also
served from 1998 to 2004 as an Adjunct Professor at the Georgetown University Law Center,
where he taught a seminar on the separation of powers.  

Mr. Clement joined the Department of Justice in February of 2001.  Before his confirmation as
Solicitor General, he served as Acting Solicitor General for nearly a year and as Principal Deputy
Solicitor General.  He has argued over 25 cases before the United States Supreme Court, includ-
ing McConnell v. FEC, Tennessee v. Lane, Rumsfeld v. Padilla, United States v. Booker and
Gonzales v. Raich.  He also argued many of the key cases in the lower courts involving chal-
lenges to the President’s conduct of the war on terrorism.
Solicitor General Clement will be discussing the role of the Solicitor General (frequently called
“the 10th Justice”) and providing an overview of the 2005-06 Supreme Court term to date, the first
term of the John Roberts Court.

The Cocktail Party and Special Dinner is open to MCBA members, their guests, as well as the
public.  The price for MCBA members, their spouses, and members of the judiciary is $45, this
includes appetizers and one drink ticket per person.  The price for individuals who do not fall in
the above-noted categories is $50.  Menu and furtrher information soon to come. If you have any
further questions please leave a message on the voice mail line.  

Please RSVP, to the MCBA Voice Mail Line at 772-220-8018 or to martincountybarassocia-
tion@msn.com.  Reservations are required.  We anticipate a capacity audience and therefore
encourage you to make your reservations ASAP.  Once we have reached capacity, we will be
unable to confirm your reservation.

Position to re-open for Judge of the 19th Circuit Court

Dan McEntyre has withdrawn his appointment as a circuit judge prior to being formally sworn
in citing personal and medical reasons for his decision in a letter to Governer Jeb Bush.  Mr
McEntyre will return to his job as County Attorney in St Lucie County.  McEntyre was to be
appointed to the 19th Circuit which covers Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, and St. Lucie
counties.  According to Chief Circuit Judge William Roby, the position will be reopened and
the local judicial nominating commission will begin taking applications before forwarding a new
recommendation to the Governor.  
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STANDING COMMITTEE 
(Long Range Planning Committee) 
(Composed of past presidents)
Edwin Mortell-Chair 286-9881
Tom Wackeen, 287-4444
Debi Beard 287-4444
Sheila Biehl 223-5353
Barbara Bronis 220-0275
Jack Sobel 287-4444
Dareen Steele 288-1880
George Bovie 287-2600
Rick Crary 287-2600

PUBLIC IMAGE COMMITTESS
Pro Bono Committee
Bonnie Brown-Chair 221-8993
Jane Cornet 286-2990
Portia Scott 287-0096
Nina Ferraro 287-4444
F. Shields McManus 283-8260
Maryann Diaz 283-8260

Professionalism Committee
George Bush-Chair 287-4444
Portia Scott 287-0096
Nina Ferraro 287-4444
Judge Belanger 288-5560
Jack Cox 545-7650
Leslie Adams 283-8224
Paul Lucas 283-8260
Richard Gitlen 219-0819

Scholarship Committee
Linda Weiksnar-Chair 287-2600
Portia Scott 287-0096
Krista Storey 288-5924
Sarah Woods 288-5924
William Swift 220-1740
Nita Denton 288-5646
Jean Law Scott 283-8260
Maryann Diaz 283-8260
Fernando Giachino 287-0980

BAR RELATED COMMITTEES
Attorney Directory Committee
Shelly Stirrat – Chair 287-4444
John Copeland 288-0048

Library 
Eric Buetens-Chair 546-6633
Oliveann Lancy 219-0911
Christine Moreno 288-1020

Membership
Portia Scott – Chair 287-0096
Kenneth Sundheim 781-7727
Ginger Cartwright 283-8260

Social Committee
Linda Weisknar – Chair 287-2600
Judge Roby – Co-Chair 463-3281
Sandra Sundheim-Strausbau 287-0660
Jean Law Scott 283-8260
Christine Moreno 288-1020

Young Lawyers
Leslie Adams-Chair 283-8224
Jennifer Waters Co-Chair 287-4444
Nina Ferraro 287-4444
Robert Goldman 287-4444
Erica Lester 221-7757
Preethi Sekharan 221-7757
Juan Vazquez 286-3630
Tyson Waters 287-0660
Arnold Gaines 283-8260
Charles Emanuel 283-8260
Sarah Vazquez 286-9881
Michelle Naberhaus 286-9881
Ryan Grazi 286-0200
Fernando Giachino 287-0980
RJ Ferraro 221-0600
Shaun Plymale 287-2600
Wes Harvin II 286-3630

Newsletter Committee
All Committee Chairs

Judicial Relations Committee
Jack Cox- Chair 545-7650
Richard Levenstein- Co-Chair 288-0048
Jack Cox 545-7650
Shelly Stirrat 287-4444
George Bush 287-4444
Oliveann Lancy 219-0911

PRACTICE COMMITEES
Bankruptcy Law Committee
Karen Johnson -Chair 223-5001
David Steinfeld 288-0048
David Merrill 287-2600
Jon Martin 419-0057

Criminal Law Committee
Nita Denton-Chair 288-5646
Thomas Colter 223-1313
Christine Schaffer 288-5581
Nathaniel Burke 288-5291
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Shawn Plymale 287-2600
Pamela Roebuck 288-5646
Darren Steele 288-1880

Elder Law/Probate/Guardianship
Wes Harvin – Chair 286-3630
Philip DeBerard 286-1000
Lynne Spraker 220-0212
Kollen Bannon 288-0048
Beth Prinz 220-0212
Linda Hake 223-5945
ext. 3464
Mary Gilmour 781-4450
Michael Banks 286-8828
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Susan Copeland 288-1980
Patricia Taylor 286-1700
Kathryn Bass 286-1700
Jane Strike 286-1700
Rose Schneider 286-1700
Linda Smith 219-9157
Tom Weiksnar 283-8260
Gregory Zogran 220-9699
Fernando Giachino 287-0980
Todd Thurlow 287-0980
Nancy Crake 288-5899
Myrtice Waldo 561-745-
4045
Jon Martin

Employment and Labor Law
Alan Forst-Chair
Stuart Address 223-2004
Shiela Biehl 223-5353
David Earle 287-1745
Karen Johnson 223-5001
George Bovie 287-2600

Family Law 
Rhonda Werner-Schultz - Chair

286-8303
Deborah Beard 287-4444
Jami Duckson 781-3331
David Morris 781-6920
Eula Robinson-Clarke 220-3324
John Sherrad 283-9322
Karen Mentor 545-7590
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Portia Scott 287-0096
Eric Olsen 225-3393
Jennifer Waters 287-4444
Debra Klein 283-2192
Oliveann Lancy 219-0911
Linda Weisknar 287-2600
Richard Gitlen 219-0819
Darren Steele 288-1880
Patricia Sciarrino
Linda Capobianco
Tracey Davis 286-2290

Real Estate 
John Sherrard 283-9322
Larry Stewart 283-8191
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Nina Ferraro 287-4444
Robert Burson 286-1616 
Gerald John 561-512-
7344
Frederik VanVonno 287-4444
Tyson Waters 287-0660
Oliver Harris 287-9101
Thomas Sawyer 286-1700
Jennifer Williamson 287-2600 
Lawrence Crary III 287-2600
Christine Moreno 288-1020
Laurie Sewell 223-0106
Thomas Thurlow, Jr. 287-0980
Jon Martin 419-0057

Trial Lawyers
Scott Konopka -Chair 781-5948
David Earle 287-1745
Karen Johnson 223-5001
David Acton 288-5438
Gary Dickstein 337-6630
Scott Donaldson 287-4444
Elysee Elder 221-7757
Laurence Huttman 283-2004
Michael McCluskey 287-4444
Stephen Page 221-7757
Daniel Tadrowski 286-2990
David Walker 286-8686
Eric Olsen 225-3393
Sheila Biehl 223-5353
Jack Sobel 287-4444
Richard Levenstein 288-0048
Robert Goldman 287-4444
Tim Wright 286-5566
James Bowdish 287-2600
Robert Elder III 287-2600

Shaun Plymale 287-2600
Linda Weiksnar 287-2600
William Ponsoldt 286-5566
Tanisha Gary 283-8260
Paul Lucas 283-8260
Louis Lozeau 286-5566
Maryann Diaz 283-8260
L. J. Grazi 286-0200
Sarah Vazquez 286-9881
Michelle Naberhaus 286-9881
Gene Zweben 223-5454
Peggy Underbrink 223-5454
Gloria Seidule 287-1220
Leif Grazi 286-0200
Maxine Noel 286-0200
Darren Steele 288-1880
Barbra Cook 286-7372
Debra Levine 287-4444
Phillip NewComm 419-0195
Edwin Mortell 286-9881  
Elizabeth Metzger 286-9881 

Golf
Larry Stewart – Chair 283-8191
Jack Sobel – Co-Chair 287-4444
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Alan Hunt 201-2640
George Bovie 287-2600
Bruce Bailie 220-8888

Probate and Trust Litigation
Michael Banks-Chair 286-8828
Larry Stewart 283-8191
Karen Johnson 223-5001
Portia Scott 287-0096
Alan Hunt 201-2640
James Bowdish 287-2600
William Ponsoldt 286-5566
Anthony George 286-2200
Phillip Newcomm 419-0195

NEW COMMITTEES SUGGESTED
Civil Litigation
David Steinfeld-Chair 288-0048
Richard Levenstein 288-0048
Arnold Gaines
283-8260
Paul Lucas 283-8260
Maryann Diaz
283-8260
Louis Lozeau
286-5566
Doyle Richardson 288-0000

Imigration 
Nathaniel Burke-Chair 288-5291
Karen Mentor
545-7590

Estate Planning
Susan Copeland 288-1980
Fernando Giachino 287-0980
Todd Thurlow
287-0980

Military Affairs Committee
David Steinfeld 288-0048

Federal Practice
David Merrill-Chair 287-2600
Leslie Adams
283-8224
Joseph Beckman 283-8224
Paul Lucas 283-8260
Maryann Diaz 283-8260
Barbra Cook 286-7372 

Solo & Small Firm Committee
Joseph Beckman – Chair
283-8224
Guy Rubin 283-2004
Oliver Haris
287-9101
Laurie Sewell
223-0106
Caroline Appis 463-0111

Dependencey
Barbara Bronis 220-0275
Debra Klein
283-2192
Linda Weiksnar 287-2600



Office Space
Available for Rent
900 Building 
At 900 East Ocean Blvd. in Stuart

Central Well-known Location
Easy Access and Good Parking

1. Medical or General Offices - 1560, 4,703, or
5,634 Sq. Ft office spaces

2. Executive Suites - Individual office with shared common areas, conference room, and secretarial services

3. Virtual Offices - Commercial address for business and mail, receptionist to answer telephone, plus supporting sec-
retarial/office services

4. Secretarial Services - Available to assist with all types of general office work in our office with our equipment

5. Conference Rooms -  Available by the day or hour

FOR LEASING INFORMATION:
Call Building Manager - John C. Danner  288-0028

Office Manager - Liz Steele  288-1320

Those of you interested in CLE credit for Friday, January 20, 2006
Luncheon:

The Course no. for the Pariente lunch was 92905.  
To get the credit, go towww.floridabar.org; 

click on Member profile on the right side of the web page; 
click on CLE Activity Posting.  

You'll need to know your Bar number and need to register with the website.  
Once you're registered, it takes less than 5 minutes to get the credits.
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Calendar
of Upcoming MCBA Events

Friday February 17, 2006 - Luncheon with guest speakerJoe Negron of the
House of Representatives @ 12:00 noon at the Monarch Country Club

Friday March 17, 2006 - Luncheon at the Monarch Country Club

Thursday March 30, 2006 - Cocktail Party and Dinner with Paul D. Clement the
Solicitor General of the United States @ the Hutchinson Island Marriott.

Friday April 21, 2006 - Luncheon at the Monarch Country Club

The Martin County Bar Association
P.O. Box 2197
Stuart, FL 34995-2197


